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1) Calculate your carbon emissions at 

www.nativeenergy.com/prc or  

www.b-e-f.org.  

2) Reduce your carbon dioxide 

emissions at church and/or home. 

Contact your local utility for an 

energy audit and suggestions. 

3) Offset remaining emissions by 

purchasing offsets through  

www.nativeenergy.com/prc or 

www.greentagsusa.org. 

4) Advocate for policy changes. 

Encourage Congress to pass energy 

policies that address root causes and 

future alternatives.  

Ways to Act: 

Supported by Presbyterians 
for Restoring Creation 

www.prcweb.org 

CARBON 
NEUTRAL 

LIFESTYLES 

Highlights from “carbon 
neutral” resolution: 

• The Christian mandate to care for 
creation and the biblical promise of 
the restoration of right relationships 
between God, human beings, and the 
rest of creation impels and inspires us 
to act to reduce our energy usage. 

• The urgency, injustice, and 
seriousness of this issue calls us as 
Christians to act NOW and to act 
boldly to lead the way in reducing our 
energy usage. 

• The General Assembly strongly urges 
all Presbyterians to immediately make 
a bold witness by aspiring to live 
carbon neutral lives. (Carbon 
neutrality requires our energy 
consumption that releases carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere be 
reduced and carbon offsets purchased 
to compensate for those carbon 
emissions that could not be 
eliminated.) 

• All Presbyterians are called upon to 
take this seriously, to pray asking for 
God’s forgiveness and guidance, to 
study this issue, to calculate your 
carbon emissions, to educate others, 
and to use less energy, striving to 
make your life carbon neutral. 

 
Presbyterian Church USA  
General Assembly (2006) 

 

 

Presbyterians work to lessen 
the impact of global climate 

change through personal 
and corporate action. 
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Our Call Climate Change 
The burning of fossil fuels, the 

clearing of land, and other human 

activities are releasing ever 

increasing amounts of carbon 

dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse 

gases that hold heat in the 

atmosphere; the result is an 

observed increase in the average 

temperature of the earth and 

oceans and a changing of the 

earth’s climate. 

Carbon Neutral 
When carbon dioxide emissions have 

been reduced as much as possible, any 

remaining emissions are “eliminated” 

through the purchase of carbon offsets. 

Carbon Offsets 
A carbon offset (green tag, renewable 

energy credit) balances out our 

contribution to the negative effects of 

carbon dioxide emissions by reducing 

the emissions -- or increasing carbon 

dioxide absorption.  Carbon offsets 

provide funds for projects that 

otherwise would not occur.  

Models 
The Presbytery of the Cascades (OR) 

Eco-Justice Team uses “green tags” to 

offset carbon dioxide emitted by travel 

to meetings. The Presbytery of the 

James (VA) is planning to train a team 

from each congregation to perform 

energy audits and to reduce energy 

use. Presbyterians for Restoring 

Creation purchases “renewable energy 

credits” to offset the energy used at 

PRC conferences. Presbyterians across 

the country are acting in their personal 

lives to reduce energy use and  to 

purchase offsets. 

As Christians, we are called to 

protect, care for, and restore 

God’s creation. The urgent reality 

of global climate change (global 

warming) compels us to hopeful 

action and faithful change. In 2006 

the Presbyterian Church, USA 

(PCUSA) General Assembly 

encouraged Presbyterians to live 

carbon neutral lifestyles. This 

resolution asks us to work, 

individually and corporately, to 

reduce our carbon dioxide 

emissions and to purchase carbon 

offsets to compensate for 

emissions that could not be 

eliminated. These actions, along 

with public policy changes, will 

help bring us back into a more 

righteous, respectful relationship 

with creation. 


