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Dear Friends seeking Earth-Justice, 

 

Blessed be! Springtime, Resurrection and Renewal are upon us, with the opportunity for hope and for strength-

ening our reserve for Eco-Earth-Caring! 

 

In that vein, Presbyterians for Earth Care has been gathering hope and assembling resources for another oppor-

tunity for Renewal and strengthening: “Down-to-Earth Advocacy and Action” at the beautiful Montreat Con-

ference Center, Sept 15 - 18, 2015.  Please do put us on your calendar! 

 

We begin with a selection of fascinating choices for Sept. 15: pre-conference tours near Asheville and the Blue 

Ridge Mountains (with a reminder to arrive late Sept. 14 for overnight accommodations). We welcome the 

leadership of Trisha Tull, author of Inhabiting Eden, who will keynote for us, beginning with biblical and 

scientific groundings, moving forward in creating social movements for change, and then empower us as we 

shift to a flourishing future! We are equally thrilled to announce that J. Herbert Nelson, Director of the 

PCUSA’s Office of Public Witness, will join us to challenge us in areas of prophetic ministry and public witness, 

as we carry the banner of Eco-Justice. We are honored to host Earth Care Congregations as they gather with 

Rebecca Barnes for their Earth Summit.  We heartily welcome Hunger Action Enablers (a part of the Presbyter-

ian Hunger Program). And you will want to keep an eye out for bright orange --  the Fossil Free PCUSA folk, as 

they gather momentum for General Assembly in 2016 and beyond! 

 

Come for refreshment in worship; joy in celebrating our 20 years of Earth Caring as PRC/PEC, fellowship with 

others who have deep passion for eco-justice, and workshops on many current and provocative environmental, 

economic and social justice issues of our times. May you be blessed, and continue 

to bless the Creation every season of the year through Hope, Renewal and Resur-

rection. Amen.           Diane Waddell, Moderator  
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DOWN-TO-EARTH ADVOCACY AND ACTION 
September 15 - 18, 2015  

Montreat Conference Center, Montreat, NC  
 

Keynote speaker: Rev. Dr. Patricia K. Tull. 

A.B. Rhodes Professor Emerita of Old Testament, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 

Special Guest Speaker:  Rev. Dr. J Herbert Nelson II, Director,   

PC(USA) Office of Public Witness  

 

Special Celebration 

INHERITING A SACRED TRUST FOR THE FUTURE  

Thursday, September 17, 6:45 p.m.   
Share your reflections of PEC/PRC at www.PECmemories.com  

http://presbyearthcare.org/www.PECmemories.com
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The Earth quakes before them.  

Joel 2:10 

 

Sixteen hours before technological magic 

caused these words to move from my fin-

gers to the tiny specs of light via rafts of 

“1’s” and “0’s” on rivers of metalloids cut-

ting through sand-turned-silicon, there 

was an earthquake in Langston, Oklaho-

ma.  The red dirt of central Oklahoma 

was where my grandmother moved after 

remarrying in her 70s.  Our family used to 

drive there to visit each New Year, 

through mesas and wheat fields and 

parched pastures specked with oil derricks 

and gas wells.  With few trees dotting that 

garden of dust and wispy grass God plant-

ed there, the whole landscape seemed 

heavy and fixed, then pressed down by 

such a big sky.  Or maybe it was the sky 

being supported by such a sturdy clay 

pedestal. 

 

And now it shakes.  Everyday.  Perhaps 

16 hours before you read these words.  

Perhaps as you read them. 

 

The experts say that hydraulic fracturing 

cannot be definitively blamed.  The now 

poisoned water formed by the process; a 

resource destroyed for the sake of a re-

source extracted, must be shot back down 

into Earth as a slicing, high-speed vertical 

river of techno-industrial creativity.  And 

this must not be a problem since no one 

ever bothered to see if it was a problem.  

Could it be this river has pried loose the 

base of the pedestal and now it wobbles 

under the pressure of all that sky? The 

energy and economic needs of America 

require that we not look into it.  For the 

sake of un-flickering electricity, ever-

fattening homes, complete with fixed 

temperatures and pressed down by as 

much cheap stuff as can fit in them. We 

cannot look.  Perhaps we can move fast 

enough to not notice Earth shaking.  Per-

haps bigger homes and more things will 

finally hold Earth still again; press her 

back into control.   
 

 

Or maybe we, having already pried the 

pedestal free, must tread lightly.  Shut off 

our lights and slim down our homes and 

use those things we already have.  Per-

haps Earth can be restored when we move 

tip-toe slow.  We can, for the first time, 

float on new visions and dreams down a 

Spirit stream, poured out among a people 

made of the same clay that we now see 

steadied and still.  

TREADING LIGHTLY            by Bryce Wiebe 

Presbyterians for Earth Care (PEC) invites individuals and congregations to participate in the 

growing earth care movement within the Presbyterian Church (USA). PEC is a national eco-

justice network that cares for God’s creation by connecting, equipping, and inspiring Presby-

terians to make creation care a central concern of the church. Founded in 1995 as a grassroots 

organization to help the denomination educate and energize church members to address envi-

ronmental concerns from a faith perspective, it works in partnership with PC(USA)’s Environ-

mental Ministries Office and the Office of Public Witness to promote earth justice with a bib-

lical and theological base. Regional representatives recruit presbyteries, churches, organiza-

tions, and individuals to help form a national network of Presbyterians to work toward the 

common goal of restoring creation for ecology and justice.  Check out PEC's web site at 

www.presbyearthcare.org If you would like to become involved or have questions, contact 

Jane at presbyearthcare@gmail.com or your regional representative. 

http://www.presbyearthcare.org/
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ECO-STEWARDS UPDATES                  by Vickie Machado 

Eco-Stewards 2015 Visioning Trip  

Since 2007, The Eco-Stewards Program has been a wonder-

ful experiment working to combine faith with environmen-

tal stewardship. Realizing the importance of beginning each 

journey thoughtfully and prayerfully, we have decided to 

use this year as a way to discern our vision for the future, by 

considering such questions as: What will be the focus and 

location of our programs for 2016, 2017 and beyond? What 

will be our role in the larger faith and environmental com-

munity?  
 

From June 1-7, we will meet to discuss the future aspira-

tions, goals and intentions of The Eco-Stewards Program. 

We want to move into the future purposefully and sustaina-

bly. Together, we have decided to return to Montana for 

this Visioning Trip, the site of the 2011 Eco-Stewards Pro-

gram. This event will be open to past Eco-Stewards, leaders 

and steering committee members, in an effort to guide the 

program into the future. 
 

The Eco-Stewards Program is an annual place-based, week-

long program for young adults (ages 20-30) to connect their 

faith and environmental issues. We usually hold our pro-

grams in the summer. If you or anyone you know might be 

interested in our 2016 trip, please contact Rev Rob Mark at 

revrobmark@gmail.com for more information. If you would 

like to contribute to making these trips possible, please do-

nate to PEC be sure to designate your donation for the Eco-

Stewards Program. 
 

Workshops at PEC’s Down-to-Earth  

Action and Advocacy Conference 
 

As we gear up for PEC’s 2015 Conference at Montreat this 

Fall, we thought it might be helpful to take a sneak peak 

into one of the workshops offered: First Decolonize Your 

Mind: Imagination, Food & Eco Justice. Andrew Kang Bart-

lett, national associate for Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

and Vickie Machado, member of the Leadership Team for 

the Eco-Stewards Program, will lead an experiential work-

shop energized by our desire to liberate minds, hearts, and 

hands. The purpose of this workshop is to free our souls so 

we can offer our authentic selves in service to the world.  
 

New consciousness is needed to find our way out of the 

mess we have created with past thinking. Questions of race, 

difference, privilege, and exclusion will also be explored as 

we seek to decolonize ourselves from negative socialization. 

By freeing our selves and giving up the boundaries of today, 

we can re-think how to re-shape tomorrow.  
 

Realizing the troubles of the world—climate change, rac-

ism, slavery, low-wages, environmental destruction, over-

consumption, eco-injustice, etc.—is a start. This workshop 

ventures a bit further by offering a space in which we create 

a better tomorrow, one that is fruitful, filling, and sustaina-

ble. By breaking down the boundaries that often hold us 

captive, we take a step towards a more harmonious and god-

centered life.  
 

Together we will flex our muscles of hope as we envision 

the transformed future, and identify our contributions to 

the Great Turning. Food justice and eco-justice provide a 

framework for us to explore ways our gifts can be used for 

healing self, community, and planet.  
 

 

Andrew and Vickie led this workshop at the 2014 Wild 

Goose Festival, in Hot Springs, NC, and at Montreat’s 2014 

Peace Bound Conference last December. Each time new ide-

as arose, allowing participants to jump unsparingly into the 

future. We hope you will join us! 

See you at Montreat! 

mailto:revrobmark@gmail.com
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A LIFE-CHANGING PILGRIMAGE IN PERU           by Patricia K. Tull 

When the invitation came to join PCUSA Hunger Pro-

gram leaders in Peru in December, I paid attention not 

because I knew it would coincide with the UN COP 20 

meeting to develop historic climate change agreements 

(I did not), nor because Peruvians could teach me 

much about the daunting environmental and social ills 

of foreign mining (I did not know that either). I did 

not know what was in store. I wanted to see where my 

friends Ruth and Hunter Farrell had served as mission 

coworkers for years, and hoped to practice my Spanish. 

But I returned with so much more.  

 

Living close to both coal mining and power plants here 

in the US, I knew about toxic waste and environmental 

justice, and wrote about both in Inhabiting Eden. I 

knew abstractly that industrial disruptions of human 

well-being and natural habitats are multiplied wherev-

er regulations remain weak. But coming face to face 

with particular realities in a particular locale, endan-

gering people—who spoke to us with wisdom and pas-

sion—awakened new, unforgettable insights.  

 

The night our group landed, we rode through Lima’s 

congested maze of speed bumps, Spanish colonial pal-

aces, and concrete-and-rebar constructions to our 

quarters at the Convent San José de Cluny. There we 

spent a day being oriented before we rode almost 

straight up into the Andes for two nights in the lively 

city of Huancayo, and then back to Lima, to be joined 

by young adults from Peru and Bolivia for conferences, 

a prayer vigil, and a People’s Climate March, Peru 

style.  

 

Hardworking mission coworkers Jed Koball and Jenny 

Valles were our in-country hosts, along with the 

knowledgeable and compassionate director of the 

PCUSA initiative Joining Hands in Peru, Conrado Oli-

vera. When Conrado called our journey a camino, a 

pilgrimage, I thought he was overestimating our piety. 

We weren’t following Jesus’ footsteps through the Ho-

ly Land, nor suffering the five-hundred-mile Camino 

de Santiago in Spain. But he was reminding us that we 

were, for a few days, accompanying Peruvians on a 

quest for environmental justice that stretched back to 

the conquistadors and forward into the foreseeable fu-

ture. 

Lima, the world’s second largest desert city, hugs the 

Pacific coast. To its east, the Andes straddle the coun-

try, and to their east, the Amazon rainforest begins. 

Our bus ride the second morning followed an old min-

ing railroad that includes some of the world’s highest 

bridges and tunnels. At first the dramatic slopes ap-

peared barren, but as we climbed higher, dark green 

scrub carpeted the mountains, softening their stark-

ness. We drove past one foreign mining operation after 

another, with their towns, until we began our descent 

from Ticlio Pass at 16,000 feet. 
 

 

      CONTINUED on Page 5        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpdT7MQeBsU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpdT7MQeBsU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/koball-jed/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/koball-jed/
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PILGRIMAGE, CONTINUED from Page 4 
 

We reached La Oroya in late afternoon. There, Doe 

Run, a lead smelting operation owned by an American 

multi-billionaire, has severely poisoned the town’s 

children (see the Youtube video: “House of Lead: A 

Story of Greed”). La Oroya’s river runs sickeningly or-

ange. But the town’s vertical slopes arise breathtaking, 

haunting, as this dusk photo (on page 4) shows.  

 

The next day took us first to farming countryside to see 

a Joining Hands project called Healthy Homes, which 

upgrades living standards family-by-family. At the pi-

lot farm we visited, a passive bio-digester—a large sau-

sage-shaped membrane in a trench—converts cow ma-

nure into methane gas and liquid fertilizer. The gas is 

piped to a small cooktop, where it burns cleanly and 

cheaply. A basic solar water heater improves showers 

and sanitation in the Andean cold. A pen houses guin-

ea pigs for meat, and a greenhouse provides produce 

that would not otherwise survive there, supplying 

healthy diets and food security to the farming couple 

who helped build these systems and now manage 

them. Healthy Homes hopes to expand such technolo-

gies to thirty more families. 

 

We drove next through wild and fierce landscape to 

Huaytapallana. We came there for what we could not 

see—a glacier, shrunk by half in two decades. The melt 

means plenty of water now, but soon its loss will bring 

drought to coastal cities.  

 

Back in Lima, we attended two conferences and heard 

American economist Jeffrey Sachs. We participated in 

a climate vigil and a colorful climate march through 

Lima’s streets. We experienced much more than I can 

recount here. Not only was COP20 a key step toward 

the long-awaited Paris climate summit next December 

but, as Sachs explained, 2015 will also see two crucial 

development summits with game-changing potential to 

reduce economic gaps.  

 

The chasm between Peruvian urgency and U.S. aware-

ness, even my own, is appallingly wide. But I draw 

hope from respected world leaders’ crescendoing calls 

that echo a theme we heard repeatedly: “Cambiemos el 

sistema, no el clima”; “Let’s change the system, not the 

climate,” for well-being for all on earth.  

 

Read more at my blog (http://inhabitingeden.org), and 

Rebecca Barnes’s Eco-Justice Journey (http://

www.pcusa.org/blogs/eco-journey/2014/11/19/lima-

peru-climate-trip-dec-2014/).  

Photos by Rebecca Barnes. 

Call for Award Nominees 
 

Each year, PEC gives out two awards:  

 

the Bill Gibson Lifetime Achievement Award to 

individuals whose faith-based work for the envi-

ronment deserves recognition and  

 

the Restoring Creation Award to a group or organi-

zation for environmental work that is particularly 

praise-worthy.  

 

If you are a member of PEC, you are invited to 

nominate awardees by mail or email, presbyearth-

care@gmail.com. The awards will be given out dur-

ing the conference in Montreat in September.  

http://jeffsachs.org/
http://inhabitingeden.org
http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/eco-journey/2014/11/19/lima-peru-climate-trip-dec-2014/
http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/eco-journey/2014/11/19/lima-peru-climate-trip-dec-2014/
http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/eco-journey/2014/11/19/lima-peru-climate-trip-dec-2014/
mailto:presbyearthcare@gmail.com
mailto:presbyearthcare@gmail.com
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Abby Mohaupt 

Al Masters 

Al Pugsley 

Alice Barrett Andrews 

Alison L. Blaser 

Ann & Rick Owen 

Anne Swope 

Anne, Leo, and Nancy Kruger 

Areta Crowell 

Arland Eyl 
 

Barbara Hannon 

Barbara Machado 

Bayou Blue Presbyterian Church, Gray, 

LA 

Beatrice Hurt 

Becky Evans 

Bert Veenendaal 

Betsy Colby 

Bill & Linda Bowman 

Bob and Tammi Remsburg 

Bradley Hills Presbyerian Church,  

 Bethesda, MD 

Brendon Bass 

Burton Froom Louise Lisi 

Byron Shafer 
 

Carol and Stan Dunn 

Carol Vagnini 

Carolyn Harris 

Charles Conklin 

Chris and Cynthia Burger 

Church of the Covenant, Boston, MA 

Church of the Reconciliation,  

 Chapel Hill, NC 

Claire Beasley 

Clifford and Jeanne Haskins 

Curtis Karns 

Cynthia K. Mason 
 

Dan Franklin 

Dana Eglinton 

Danna Larson 

David and Rebecca Brookman 

David Baum 

David Evans 

Debora and Bill Arthur 

Dennis E Testerman 

Derek & Barbara Pursey 

Diane and Bob Waddell 

Donna Schall 

Druid Hills Presbyterian Church  

 Mission Team, Atlanta, GA 
 

Earl Arnold 

Earle P Barron 

Ed Shackelford 

Eileen and John Best 

Elaine Noble 

Elinor and Carleton Stock 

Elise Olonia 

Eric Diekhans & Michelle Goodman 

Evan Hughes 
 

Faith Presbyterian Church, Sun City, AZ 

First Presbyterian Church Community 

 Witness Committee,  

 Little Rock, AR 

First Presbyterian Church Environmental 

 Team, Evansville, IN 

First Presbyterian Church Urbana, Earth 

 Care Team, Champaign, IL 

First Presbyterian Church, Athens OH 

First Presbyterian Church,  

 Elizabethtown, KY 

First Presbyterian Church, Palo Alto, CA 

Forest Lake Presbyterian Church,  

 Columbia SC 
 

GL Jackson 

Gladys Gifford 

Glenshaw Presbyterian Church,  

 Glenshaw, PA 

Gwen S. McKee 
 

Hansen Wendlandt 

Harry and Melinda Stone 

Holly Hallman 

Hope Herting 
 

J. Peter and Mary Van der Veen 

Jack Porter 

Jacksonville Presbyterian Church Earth 

 Care Ministry, Bordentown NJ 

James G Speer 

Jane Laping 

Jane P. Olson 

Jerilee Hendrich 

Jerry and Sally Nagel 

Jerry Rees 

Jim and Carolyn Dunning 

Jo Randolph 

Joan Grey 

John E. Harris 

Jon and Judith Broadway 

Joyce and William Donohue 

Joyce Carlson 

Judith West 

Judy Blue 
 

Karen Turney 

Karen Webster 

Kathleen Dove 

Kathy Porter 

Keith Brown 

Ken and Noriko Kurihara 

Kenneth Moore 

Kirk of Kildaire Presbyterian Church,  

 Cary, NC 
 

Larry Williams 

Len Bjorkman 

Light Street Presbyterian Church,  

 Baltimore, MD 

Linda Ewald 

Linda Gray Sonner 

Lynn Jewell 
 

Malissa Haslam 

Manley Olson 

Margaret and James Durst 

Marion and Sarah Mitchell III 

Mark and Barbara Barnes 

Martelle Scott 

Mary and Quentin Knauer 

Mary Ann Dimand 

Mary M. Porter 

Mary Roberts 

Maureen & Morley Russell 

Megan Gregory 

Mission del Sol Presbyterian Church,  

 Tempe, AZ 

Montreat Presbyterian Church,  

 Montreat, NC 
 

Nancy Corson Carter and Howard Carter 

Nancy Fayer 

Nancy Wiens 

Newport Presbyterian Church,  

 Bellevue, WA 

North Como Presbyterian Church,  

 Roseville, MN 

North Presbyterian Church,   

 Williamsville, NY 
 

OUR GRATEFUL APPRECIATION TO THOSE WHO SUPPORTED  
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Orrin Sherwood 
 

Pamela A Frucci 

Pat Schwinn 

Paul Henschen 

Paul Homeyer 

Paul Lucia 

Paul Spangler 

Peggy & Rich Killmer 

Phil Lorenz 

Phyllis Zoon 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

Presbyterian Church of Chatham  

 Township, NJ 

Presbytery of the Northern Plains,  

 Grand Forks, ND 

Providence Presbyterian Church,  

 Charlotte, NC 
 

 

R. David Kaylor 

Ramona Sanders 

Rebecca Barnes 

Renee Rico 

Rev. Alan P Hutchison 

Rev. Carol Johnston 

Rev. George Slaton 

Rev. John H Jackson 

Rev. Kent Holmes 

Rev. Neddy Astudillo 

Rev. Richard K and Christine Gibson 

Rev. Richard Krajeski and  

 Kristina Peterson 

Richard Floyd 

Richard Melin 

Rick and Lois Johnson 

Robert E. and Janet Adamski 

Robert Forbes 

Robert L. Stivers & Lora Gross 

Roxanna Hauschild 

Rutgers Presbyterian Church,  

 New York, NY 

Ruth C Mehl 
 

 

Sally Woodard 

Sandra and Robert Hall 

Sandra Applegate 

Second Presbyterian Church,  

 Kansas City, MO 

Second Presbyterian Church,  

 Little Rock, AR 

Shandon Presbyterian Church  

 Creation Care Team,   

 Columbia, SC 

St Mark Presbyterian Church, 

 Newport Beach, CA 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church,  

 Austin, TX 

St. James Presbyterian Church  

 Mission  & Social Action 

 Committee,  

 Bellingham, WA 

Stephen Carroll 

Sue Smith 

Susan Dorsch 

Susan Pierson 

Susan Regier 

Susan W Weissinger 
 

Terry and Linda Mohaupt 

Thad Holcombe 

The Woodlands Community  

 Presbyterian Church,  

 Spring, TX 

Thomas and Alice Pakurar 

Tom and Joanne Haller 

Trinity Presbyterian Church,  

 E. Brunswick, NJ 

Trinity Presbyterian Church,  

 Earth Care House Church,   

 Harrisonburg, VA 

Trinity Presbyterian Church,  

 Nashville, TN 
 

Village Church, Prairie Village, KS 
 

Warren Aney 

Wayne and Martha Rogers 

Wayne and Susan Letizia 

Westminster Presbyterian Church,  

 Minneapolis, MN 

Westminster Presbyterian Church,  

 Portage, MI 

Wil and Michele Howie 

William and Pat Townsend 

William Christians 

William Greenway 

William P. Brown 

 

 OUR WORK IN 2014 

PEC is like a cairn. It serves several func-

tions, all of which are about giving direc-

tion and support.  I first learned about 

cairns as a Camp Fire Girl.  We marked our 

trail with stacks of rocks and did in a way 

that would guide us back to where we start-

ed.  Our PEC foundation is built on the pol-

ity, people and social justice policies of 

(USA).We build on that base with our em-

phasis on how we live and have our being 

on this planet and by working to bring 

more and  more attention to wrongs that 

the Church can help right. 
 

We want to be a conduit by which our 

members and followers can advocate and 

through which we keep those same people 

appraised of our efforts on behalf of the 

planet.  Right at this time, we are changing 

things to prepare for the General Assembly 

in 2016.  Our 2012-14 focus was on fossil 

fuels.  Our 2014-16 focus is on water, espe-

cially as it relates to the use of and extrac-

tion of fossil fuels.  We invite you to visit 

our revised, and revising, Advocacy page at 

www.presbyearthcare.org and catch our e-

blasts, as well.   
 

Most of all catch us at our Conference in 

September, at Montreat, North Carolina.  It 

is there that all of the things we build, and 

all of the institutions we build upon come 

together. 

BUILDING ADVOCACY    

by Holly Hallman  

http://www.presbyearthcare.org


P.O. Box 9064 

Asheville, NC 28815 

PEC Membership, Renewal, or Donation 

Please check: 

___ $40  Individual Membership 

___ $50   Couple/Family Membership 

___ $75*  Organization/Congregation  

___ $100* PEC Partner Membership 

___ $150* PEC Sustainer Membership 

___ $15   Student/Limited Income Membership 

___ $25   First Year New Membership 

___ $25   Gift Membership 

   □  *I would like to receive 4 hard copies of the PEC Update  

 via mail (available for memberships of $75 or more) 
 

Multiple Year Memberships 

___ $70   Individual Membership for 2 years 

___ $100  Individual Membership for 3 years 

___ $90   Couple/Family Membership for 2 years 

___ $120 Couple/Family Membership for 3 years 
 

$__                      Donation (Members or Donors who give $100 or  

              more receive a free PEC t-shirt. Specify size___   ) 

 

_______________________________________ 
Member name 
 

_______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Member full address 
 

______________________________________________________ 

Phone     
 

______________________________________________________ 

Email 
 

Gift Memberships ($25 Each) 
Recipient name  ________________________________________   

Address ______________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________  

Phone ______________________________________________ 

Email  ______________________________________________ 
 

□ I would like to receive a hard copy of the PEC Update via mail  
 

Mail to:   Presbyterians for Earth Care  

  28 Pape Drive    

  Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716  

Please note that you now must opt-in to receive a hard copy of the PEC newsletter via US mail.  


