
pants in the pilot
of this program
achieved a 22%
(6,700 lb.) annual CO2
reduction. The average
per capita monthly carbon
footprint in the USA is 1,521 lbs.
To use their on-line carbon calcula-
tor materials or to order a copy, go
to www.empowermentinstitute.net.

The next step, after knowing your carbon foot-
print and reducing your energy use, is offset-
ting your remaining carbon emissions. This
may be less expensive than you think. The
offset for my auto emissions was about $50 for
the entire year. Update Editor Holly Hallman,
who does a lot of driving out of necessity as a
hospice chaplain, notes “I’m astonished at how
little it takes to offset my emissions from fossil
fuels.” Please let us know your stories of going
“carbon neutral” for future issues of the
Update.
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Lightening Our Carbon Footprints for
Heaven’s (and Earth’s) Sake
Jenny Holmes, PRC Moderator

S
ince the last issue of the Update, there has
been a groundswell of interest in taking
responsibility for one’s carbon footprint.

The tools to take action have been here for years
but now there seems to be the motivation to use
them, on a large scale. In the last few weeks of
November, I have spoken with several congrega-
tions who are interested in starting campaigns to
help all members of their congregation calculate
and reduce their carbon foot prints. It seems
utility bills are beginning to be viewed as moral
documents. How can our churches be places
where people can (1) get encouragement (2) find
support to help nurture heightened ethical aware-
ness of global warming and (3) respond with
action.

As mentioned before, the first step in becoming
climate neutral is to determine one’s carbon foot-
print. Using carbon calculators is a big help.
Some are detailed, asking multiple questions
about your lifestyle and energy use and others are
highly simplified. In the later category is the esti-
mate option on www.carboncounter.org provided
by Climate Trust, while www.safeclimate.net lets
you know where you stand compared with the rest
of the US population.

Once you have explored these and other calcula-
tors, write an article for your church bulletin or
newsletter describing what you learned, what you
are doing as a result, and how it relates to your
spiritual walk with Jesus Christ. Challenge people
to compare their footprint with that of someone
in Europe or Africa.

A valuable new resource for congregations is Low
Carb Diet, How to Loose 5,000 lbs in 30 days. This
workbook outlines actions that are easy to take
and that have a CO2 reduction value assigned to
them. Ideally you gather a group of 5-8 people in
your congregation who undertake the 30 day pro-
gram together. This group reports on its success
and helps other groups get started. The partici-
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PRC Board Calls Special Meeting to Change By-Laws
Renee Rico, Pacific Region Representative

T
he Steering Committee of PRC met in November and has decided to propose some
changes to the By-Laws of our organization. We are calling for a Special Meeting
of the PRC membership during the Caring for God's Creation: Stewardship of Land

and Water conference, February 15-17, 2007, Epworth by the Sea, St. Simon's Island, GA.
Our By-Laws specify that we need to call a special meeting with 15 days notice, and that
any change to the By-Laws may occur with the approval of 2/3s of those attending the
meeting.

In proposing these changes the Steering Committee’s goals are to improve our efficiency
and increase our flexibility as the organization moves forward over the next few years. We
are proposing to make three changes at the February conference.

• First, we are proposing to add the ability to have up to three At-Large members of the
Steering Committee. At this point, the By-Laws only allow for Regional
Representatives and the Officers. We are recognizing that we may identify skills sets
(i.e. fundraising, management, public relations) that are particularly needed for the
life of the organization. We also believe that it is very helpful for PRC to have this flex-
ibility without burdening existing Steering Committee positions with these require-
ments.

• Second, we are proposing that the Steering Committee (instead of the membership)
will elect the new officers and regional representatives. This is being done for two rea-
sons. First, in a national organization like PRC, it is very difficult for members to know
the people for whom they are voting – it is much different than (for example) voting
for Session members in a particular church. The reality is that our nominations by the
Nominating Committee are tantamount to elections, and the elections themselves
have turned into a costly exercise (mailing out ballots). The Nominating Committee
process would remain the same as it is now, with requests to our membership for
names for the Steering Committee. We think it is better stewardship to spend our
money on other things.

• Third, to add flexibility we are pro-
posing to allow officers to continue
beyond a three-term (six-year) limit
by a majority vote of the Steering
Committee. Our current By Laws
allow this only in the case of a cur-
rent Steering Committee represen-
tative being elected as the
Moderator, but this year we are
faced with an issue of transition,
with our current fabulous PRC
Coordinator, Rebecca Barnes-
Davies, moving on to new ventures,
and at the same time, our able
Treasurer, Bob Remsburg, is finishing up his sixth-year. For a smooth transition, Bob
is willing to continue for another year to allow our new coordinator (who will start
this spring/summer) to have the benefit of his financial understanding. We believe
that similar transitional issues might (at times in the future) come before the organi-
zation, and our proposed by-law changes allow for this possibility.

All in all, we believe these proposed changes will provide for the kind of unexpected ways
God works among us, without sacrificing the grassroots focus to which we are committed.
If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email any of the Steering
Committee, Officers, or Regional Representatives. To see the proposed changes go to
www.prcweb.org.

PRC Steering Committee
Moderator:
Jenny Holmes
(503) 281-8175
jehrestore@aol.com

Vice Moderator:
Bill Bowman
(502) 452-9151
billb2623@bellsouth.net

Treasurer:
Robert Remsburg
(704) 888-6354
rremsburg@yahoo.com

Regional Representatives

Northeast:
John Preston
(315) 865-4623
parkboker@aol.com

Southeast:
Gwen McKee
(912) 354-6359
gsmioh@aol.com

Midwest:
Barbara Hipple
(402) 327-0315
bhipple@ix.netcom.com

Southwest:
David Sholin
(480) 496-4582
dcsart@qwest.net

Pacific:
Renée Rico
(415) 453-8221
rrico@aol.com

Northwest:
James Mulligan
(206) 706-9620
jmulligan@earthministry.org

PRC Office, Coordinator
Rebecca Barnes-Davies
(415) 451-2826
prc@sfts.edu

PRC Update:
Holly Hallman
(425) 736-2684
hhhallman@yahoo.com

www.prcweb.org
Facts and opinions expressed in this newsletter by
individual authors do not necessarily reflect those of
the Steering Committee or PRC membership.
Printed on recycled paper. Members may reprint or
copy the newsletter if “PRC Update” is noted as the
source. Submission of articles does not guarantee
their inclusion.
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The Nominating Committee is being
formed to nominate candidates for
election and/or re-election to posi-
tions of Moderator, Treasurer, and
Regional Representatives for the
southeast, southwest, and pacific.
Send names of candidates to the
Nominating Committee via Bill
Smith at ptoday@hotmail.com.
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William E. Gibson: The Man and His Work
(1921-2006)
Excerpt from the Memorial Service Talk
By Dieter T. Hessel, Ph.D., a Presbyterian minister who
specializes in social ethics (for full text see newsletter
page of www.prcweb.org)

[A] gracious, determined, and articulate Presbyterian
campus minister named Bill Gibson….was
definitely one of the Presbyterian
Church’s natural treasures.

I experienced Bill Gibson as a
steady, constructive friend who
wrote eloquently and spoke directly
with prophetic insight and theologi-
cal clarity about the world situation,
and how we should respond. He called participants in
higher education, in environmental and social action
groups, and in the churches to serve ecology and jus-
tice together.

In 1984…. Bill Gibson defined eco-justice as
“the well-being of all humankind on a thriv-
ing earth -- an earth productive of sufficient
food, with water fit for all to drink, air healthy
to breathe, forests kept replenished, renewable
resources continuously renewed, and nonre-
newable resources used as sparingly as possi-
ble…On a thriving earth, human well-being is nur-
tured not only by the provision of these material
necessities but also by a way of living with the natural
world that is fitting: respectful of the integrity of nat-
ural systems and of the worth of nonhuman crea-
tures, appreciative of the beauty and the mystery of
the world of nature…A thriving earth is not con-
quered but cared for.”

Another of Bill’s crucial contributions was to write and
talk about the basic values and virtues that shape eco-
justice ethics… [H]e unpacked an interrelated set of
four ethical norms: solidarity with Earth and people,
ecological sustainability, sufficiency for all, and fair par-
ticipation. These four deep, practical values illumine
where we should go and how to get there.

Bill Gibson did many things to further the thought and
action of the Presbyterian Church. Perhaps his most

significant contribution was as consultant and
writer for the denomination’s task force

that produced the study book, Keeping
and Healing the Creation, and then
the1990 General Assembly policy state-
ment, Restoring Creation for Ecology and
Justice, where the whole denomination
was introduced to the ethical norms I

cited above.

[We] have to ask, can these ecclesial
bones live? (Ezekiel 37 presents a
vision of God breathing life into the

dry bones by the power of faithful
human prophecy and nature’s four winds.) Bill
Gibson would certainly affirm the possibility,
because he trusted God’s redeeming purpose.
He firmly believed that faithful speech and

action do expedite our petition in the Lord’s
Prayer: “Thy will be done, on earth…”

I think we are at a tipping point in public and ecclesial
response to the environmental challenge. We have no
choice but to accept this urgent moral assignment of
our time, and to live into it. The question is no longer
whether people awaken to the environmental crisis, but
how they, and we, respond.

INTRODUCING the ECO-PALM PROJECT!! 

Anticipating re-enactments of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem with the jubilant
waving of palm branches, PC(USA) is pleased to offer congregations the oppor-
tunity to include social and environmental justice in their Palm Sunday celebra-
tions. Through the Eco-Palm Project, congregations spread jubilation also to
communities in Mexico and Guatemala where workers are paid fairly, and harvest
palm fronds sustainably.  Your congregation’s commitment to purchase eco-palms
plays an important role in protecting forests, local jobs, and sustainable livelihoods in
the harvesting communities. 

For more information go to www.pcusa.org/palms. You will want to pre-order (by January) for this spring.
Contact Melanie Hardison (mhardiso@ctr.pcusa.org) for more information.



that 40% of our fuel is used to support corporate agri-
culture? Half of the carbon-based fuel comes from
chemical ripening agents, fertilizers and pesticides. The

other half is used for transporting the food to our
table. 

I place high value on helping our faith com-
munity purchase local organic foods as an
act of faith. Suppose we act in unison. Our
combined faith voice will create a greater

demand for healthier food grown with less
fuel and chemicals. Our combined national
voice may influence revisions to the farm bill

and get financial incentives focused on more
sustainable farming practices. 

Come to the Mo-Ranch Presbyterian
Conference Center October 25-28, 2007

where we will examine the problems and find
faith filled solutions.
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The Three F’s: Faith, Fuel and Food 
By Tom Pakurar,  Member of Conference Design Team

H
eadlines in Richmond Times Dispatch,
Nov 29: “Grow for Fuel, too, Farmers
are encouraged.” The article urged

farmers to grow more corn for renewable
energy. Corn (and cattle feed) prices have
increased 50% since September. Is there
enough water? Will this drive food prices
higher causing more to be hungry? Is this just?

This is one of the issues our twelve-member
conference design team has used to focus on
two critical issues of our time: Food and Fuel.
These issues will guide our workshops and
our plenary.  I believe 80% of the work in solv-
ing our planet’s crises is in defining the prob-
lem. By elevating the three F’s for our thinking
in this conference, we can better define both the
problem and solutions common to all. 

Let me illustrate: Let’s define the fuel problem as
causing too much carbon dioxide (CO2 ) in our

atmospheres. The CO2 concentration is 50% high-

er than at any time in the past 500,000 years and
is causing the planet to warm and the oceans to
turn acidic. Carbon-based fuel conservation
and sustainable alternative fuels (wind, solar,
etc) are proposed solutions. But did you know

FFaallll CCaammppaaiiggnn UUnnddeerrwwaayy  ··  RRoobbeerrtt RReemmssbbuurrgg,, PPRRCC TTrreeaassuurreerr

TThhee 22000066 SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp ffoorr CCrreeaattiioonn ffuunnddrraaiissiinngg ddrriivvee iiss uunnddeerrwwaayy..  MMaannyy hhaavvee rreessppoonnddeedd wwiitthh ggiiffttss rraannggiinngg ffrroomm
$$1155 ttoo $$11,,000000.. EEvveerryy ggiifftt yyoouu ggiivvee wwiillll aassssiisstt PPRRCC iinn mmaakkiinngg aa ddiiffffeerreennccee ffoorr GGoodd’’ss ccrreeaattiioonn iinn tthhee cchhuurrcchh aanndd iinn
tthhee wwoorrlldd.. AAtt tthhiiss wwrriittiinngg ((NNoovveemmbbeerr 3300,, 22000066)),, wwee aarree aabboouutt ½½ wwaayy ttoo oouurr ffuunnddrraaiissiinngg ggooaall ffoorr tthhiiss ccaammppaaiiggnn.. 

MMoorree rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy iiss nnooww uuppoonn PPRRCC wwiitthh tthhee cclloossiinngg ooff tthhee EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall JJuussttiiccee OOffffiiccee iinn LLoouuiissvviillllee..  YYoouurr
ssuuppppoorrtt ooff PPRRCC eennaabblleess tthhiiss kkeeyy vvooiiccee wwiitthhiinn tthhee PPCCUUSSAA ddeennoommiinnaattiioonn ffoorr eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall jjuussttiiccee iissssuueess..  FFoorr
eevveerryy ggiifftt yyoouu ggiivvee ooff $$6600 oorr mmoorree,, yyoouu rreecceeiivvee tthhee ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo ssiiggnn ssoommeeoonnee uupp ffoorr aa ffrreeee oonnee--yyeeaarr mmeemm--
bbeerrsshhiipp.. FFoorr aa ggiifftt ooff $$110000 oorr mmoorree,, yyoouu ccaann rreecceeiivvee aa ccooppyy ooff CCaarrooll JJoohhnnssttoonn’’ss bbooookk,, AAnndd tthhee LLeeaavveess ooff tthhee
TTrreeeess aarree ffoorr tthhee HHeeaalliinngg ooff tthhee NNaattiioonnss,, aanndd ffoorr ggiiffttss ooff $$225500 oorr mmoorree,, yyoouu ccaann rreecceeiivvee RRoobbeerrtt SSttiivveerrss’’ bbooookk,,
CChhrriissttiiaann EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall EEtthhiiccss:: AA CCaassee SSttuuddyy AApppprrooaacchh..

II aallssoo eennccoouurraaggee yyoouu ttoo aapppprrooaacchh yyoouurr cchhuurrcchh oorr pprreessbbyytteerryy aabboouutt aa ggiifftt ttoo PPRRCC..  NNeeaarrllyy 2255 cchhuurrcchheess ccuurrrreennttllyy
ddoo tthhiiss..  IIff yyoouurr cchhuurrcchh oorr pprreessbbyytteerryy hhaass mmiissssiioonn,, bbeenneevvoolleenntt oorr ssoocciiaall jjuussttiiccee ffuunnddiinngg aavvaaiillaabbllee,, tteellll tthheemm
aabboouutt tthhee wwoorrkk ooff PPRRCC..  TThhiiss ssuuppppoorrtt ffrroomm tthhee llooccaall cchhuurrcchh iiss bbeeccoommiinngg mmoorree iimmppoorrttaanntt ttoo uuss aass ffuunnddiinngg ffrroomm
LLoouuiissvviillllee iiss ddiimmiinniisshhiinngg..  IIff yyoouu nneeeedd aannyy mmaatteerriiaallss ttoo hheellpp wwiitthh aann aappppeeaall ttoo yyoouurr cchhuurrcchh oorr pprreessbbyytteerryy,, ddoonn’’tt
hheessiittaattee ttoo ccoonnttaacctt RReebbeeccccaa BBaarrnneess--DDaavviieess aatt pprrcc@@ssffttss..eedduu..  TThhaannkkss ttoo aallll ooff yyoouu tthhaatt ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo hheellpp PPRRCC iinn
aannyy wwaayy..  SSeenndd yyoouurr ttaaxx--ddeedduuccttiibbllee ggiiffttss ttoo PPRRCC,, AAttttnn:: BBoobb RReemmssbbuurrgg,, 110011 LLaanneess EEnndd,, LLooccuusstt,, NNCC  2288009977..

The annual ecumenical resources 
for Earth Day Sunday should soon
be available through the National
Council of Churches’ @ 
www.nccecojustice.org. The theme
for Earth Day Sunday 2007 is 
sustainable and just agriculture.
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Retirement and the Environment
Bob and LaRae Parry, PRC Members

We moved to Monte Vista Grove, CA  in July, 2004
after selling our home of 34 years.  When we arrived
there was an active Environmental Committee in

existence.  They saw their main job as increasing an aware-
ness of environmental concerns and developing an easily
understood plan to recycle everything recyclable.  We joined
them in that effort and continue to do so.  The President of our
Resident’s Association, ourselves, and one other resident had
a meeting with our congressman regarding national and local
environmental issues.

Upon moving here we were offered the opportunity to remod-
el two single units into one larger one.  We decided that we
would do so keeping in mind the possibility of incorporating a
number of environmentally sensitive changes.  We were
hopeful that we might make our home something of a model
for others who might do the same—which has happened.

Our contractor was very willing to put into place all of the
items we suggested—a big help.  He had excellent insulation
installed in the attic and saved (and had resurfaced) the hard-
wood floors in the dining room and master bedroom to help
keep Bob’s asthma under control.  The insulation keeps us
warmer in winter and cooler in the summer’s heat, thus sav-
ing on gas and electricity.  Two other rather simple things we
did to lower the utility bill was to: (1) put in energy saving light
bulbs; and (2) put in four “sky tubes” in darker areas of the
house—which permit us to use sunlight in place of electric
light.  Our larger appliances are all rated “Energy Star”.

We had solar powered units in our previous house to heat our
water.  However, here we decided to go for a tankless water
heater which is located on the outside wall of the house and
works just fine.  It saves on the gas bill because the heating
unit only “comes on” when hot water is requested.

In addition to saving energy, we also felt we should save on
water wherever we could.  We installed two double-flush toi-
lets and water saver heads in both showers.  We also
reduced the size of our garden substantially and planted
native plants and bushes.

We have lived here with these energy and water saving
devices for a year and a half.  It would be somewhat difficult
to determine how much money we have saved.  Obviously our
primary motivation was not just to save money on our utilities,
but to live in a comfortable house while also preserving and
protecting the environment.  

Sierra Club Clean-up
Katie Ricks, PRC Member

A
rmed with clippers, loppers, shovels, gloves,
and a “root ripper,” almost 20 youth and
adults from the Church of Reconciliation

(in Chapel Hill, NC) tackled invasive exotic plants
on the local Greenway trail.  We joined with leader-
ship from the local Sierra Club Chapter on their
special “Public Lands in Public Hands” workday.
Our main task was to rid a section of the Greenway
of privet – privet seedlings, privet vines, privet
bushes, and privet trees.

The task was quite an awesome undertaking.  Privet
was everywhere, and the trick was removing it
without leaving opportunities for it to grow back
and choke off the native plants in this wooded area.
As people rode and ran and walked by us on their
weekend strolls, we pulled and cut and pulled and
cut.  We took the debris to a previously established
pile, so that forest creatures could enjoy the clip-
pings, without providing opportunities for the
privet to be reintroduced into the area.

We were able to get a lot done, and the volunteers
were excited about the significant progress that we
had made in that particular stretch of trail.  Yet, on
our way out, our youth more readily noticed the
privet and kudzu and other plants that had invaded
our green space.  They were certainly convinced
that bringing in exotic plants causes serious prob-
lems for our local nature areas.  

Some said that it was fun.  Others felt overwhelmed
by the enormity of the task.  Each of these responses
provided an opportunity for the Sierra Club leader
to welcome us to their monthly clean-up sessions
along the Greenway – to continue the work that we
had begun.  Overall, it was a good opportunity for
this intergenerational crew to provide care for this
world that God has so generously gifted to us.

Do you have a story to share?
We are always looking for stories

and typically take articles of 400

words or less. The next submis-

sion date is March 1. Send your

ideas to hhhallman@yahoo.com.

CREATIVE APPROACHES
a quarterly column
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Property for people, not for profit:
Alternatives to the Global Tyranny of Capital
Authors Ulrich Duchrow & Franz J. Hinkelammert.  Forward
by Konrad Raiser, General Secretary, World Council of
Churches.  Zed Books, 2006.

Reviewed by Rev. Peter Boeve, Retired, PRC Member

A
re you ready to re-think your commitment to
market capitalism?  How about a historical tour
of how property and money have come out on

top when deciding the fate of human community?
Interested in a rather startling analysis of 9/11 …as the
events of that day illumine deep, suicidal dynamics in
our economic systems?

Ulrich Duchrow and Franz Hinkelammert, an econo-
mist and a theologian, in their paperback book Property
for people, not for profit: Alternatives to the global tyranny
of capital, demonstrate how globalization of the unreg-
ulated market, driven by the accumulation of property,
leads to the impoverishment of ever wider sectors of
humanity and the devastation of the natural environ-
ment.

Dr. Peter Selby, Bishop of Worcester and Bishop of HM
Prisons, puts it: “Here is a strong message, one that
makes connections in politics, economics, philosophy
and scripture.  It is an encouragement for those who

have been told that ‘there is
no alternative,’ and urges
upon us the claims of eco-
nomic and political disci-

pleship.  It will bring excite-
ment, challenge and controver-
sy to any group.”

These two authors ask how can
we overcome the vicious

circle of imperial terror,
the global economy and
the fundamentalist
resistance to them.  This

book tries to find answers
to the dilemmas.  Anyone
wanting to follow the bibli-
cal God must accept God
as the owner of the land.

God can only give right to
use or lease the land (the means

B O O K  R E V I E W S
of production in an agricultural society) so that all [my
emphasis] can share in it.  All else follows from that.
These authors explore how land and property have
been increasingly apportioned to corporations, elites
and the wealthy who, with the help of military power,
have done an end-run around labor and ecological
integrity …to the point that the earth community
hangs in the balance.

This is not an easy book: meaning that those of us, who
enjoy following a telltale investigation by two sharp and
insightful theological and economic minds, will find a
wonderful and penetrating analysis, followed by equal-
ly informed suggestions to people of Faith.  This
reviewer imagines groups of clergy and laypeople (i.e.,
social justice, peace folks, biblically interested, and cul-
turally inquisitive economists and environmentalists)
eager to read and discuss what this book means in
terms of their understanding of God, Jesus and the
Holy Spirit …as we “reformed people” hold the Bible in
one hand, and the newspaper in the other, and carry on
many conversations that get at “Thy kingdom coming
…on earth, as it is in heaven.”

The Wisdom of Wilderness:  Experiencing
the Healing Power of Nature
Author Gerald G. May
Reviewed by Nancy Corson Carter, PRC Immediate Past
Moderator

I
met Jerry May at Shalem Institute, an ecumenical
organization and community devoted to the
Christian contemplative tradition with insights

from Eastern traditions.  A psychiatrist who served as a
medic in Vietnam, Jerry helped found this organization
and pioneered in the field of contemplative psychology.
He was a gifted teacher and author—he wrote eight
widely read, highly regarded books, including Will and
Spirit and Addiction and Grace. What I remember best
about him is the authenticity of his speaking about the
centrality of love and his infectious, generous wit.

The book begins as May, in a transition stage of life, fol-
lows a call to spend time alone in the primitive camp-
ing area of an Appalachian State Forest not too far from
his home.  There, in visits in different seasons, he finds
himself mysteriously guided by something beyond his
own will, a yearned for immediate and face-to-face liv-
ing Presence.  This Presence, which he calls the Power
of the Slowing, teaches him even through unwanted
emotions: fear (a growling bear rubs against his tent at
night; he hears crunching noises in the snow), embar-
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Upcoming Events

· Feb. 15-17, 2007
PRC REGIONAL EVENT
Caring for God's Creation: 
Stewardship of Land and Water
Epworth by the Sea, St. Simon’s Island, GA

· July 30 – Aug 5, 2007
A Week for Peace, Global Justice, & Creation  
Ghost Ranch, New Mexico 

This event will feature a PRC sponsored track led by Larry
Rasmussen and John Preston. The track, entitled “Earth-honoring
Faith” will feature environmental issues, theology, and Earth-honor-
ing worship in partnership with the Witherspoon Society, the
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, and the Presbyterian Peace
Fellowship.  In-common lectures will be featured in the evenings.

Caring for God's Creation: Stewardship of Land
and Water
Are you ready for inspiration and rejuvenation away from
daily tasks? Are you curious how Christians can make a dif-
ference in the world around us? Would you like to meet
other people of faith who work to restore God’s Creation?
Presbyterians for Restoring Creation (PRC) would like to
invite you to our first Southeast Regional Conference being
held at Epworth by the Sea,on beautiful St. Simon’s Island,
Georgia, February 15th–17th, 2007.

Plenary Speakers:
Carol Johnston 
Johnston served on the PCUSA Eco-Justice Task Force  and
authored a primer on biblical and theological foundations
for ecojustice. She is Associate Professor of Theology and
Culture at Christian Theological Seminary in Indiana.

Rand Wentworth 
President of the Land Trust Alliance, Wentworth previously
served as Vice President of the Trust for Public Land.
Wentworth won the Visionary Regional Leadership Award
from the Atlanta Regional Commission for his work in cre-
ating a 160-mile greenway along the Chattahoochee River.

Sally Bethea 
Executive Director of Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper,
Bethea was named among the “Best Eco-warriors” by
Atlanta Magazine and is one of the top 100 Most
Influential Georgians listed by Georgia Trend Magazine.

Marcus G: Conference Musician
This Presbyterian minister weaves together music, mes-
sage and master storytelling, which reflect a spiritual
depth and playful humor that’s hopeful and encouraging

rassment (wearing cowboy boots that make
him fall on ice), silly vulnerability (he ends
up drumming with cicadas).  And in all the
encounters with nature he tells about, even
those involving violence committed by
humans and other creatures, this Presence
provides her strength and solace.

The Wisdom of Wilderness,
which May wrote when he
knew he was dying, has partic-
ular relevance to earth keepers.
“Before we can effectively heal
the wounds we have inflicted
upon the rest of Nature,” he
writes, “we must allow
ourselves to be healed.
And we must allow the
rest of Nature to help us.”
He gives us an inspiring
model for just this.

The final words of the book bear witness to
May’s exuberant sense of living expectantly
into the grace-filled universe: “What the
Power of the Slowing taught me is what the
Source of All is constantly yearning for:  that
each of us will know without doubt that we
are loved, and that we are intimately, irrevo-
cably part of the endless creation of love, and
that we will join, with full freedom and con-
sciousness, the joyous creativity that is
Nature, that is Wildness, that is Wilderness,
that is Everything.” 

· Oct. 25-28, 2007
Earth Sabbath, Earth Justice: Protecting
God’s Gifts of Food and Fuel, PRC National
Eco-Conference 
Mo-Ranch Presbyterian Conference Center,
Hunt, Texas.

PRC is continuing in partnership with
Presbyterian camps by exploring a
green camp recognition program and a
youth conservation corps.  Watch for
more information in the Spring PRC
Update.
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