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Presbyterians for Earth Care Presents Bill Somplatsky-Jarman with Award at 2011 Conference

ALLENSPARK, CO -  Presbyterians for Earth Care presented their annual recognition awards at their 2011 conference at Highlands Conference Center in October. The William Gibson Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to the Rev. William Somplatsky-Jarman and the Restoring Creation Award went to Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church in Denver.  
Since 1997, Presbyterians for Earth Care (PEC) has given awards annually to recognize individuals and groups/institutions for their forward thinking and leadership in caring for God's creation.  Individuals receive the William Gibson Lifetime Achievement Award and congregations, governing bodies, ecumenical agencies, and Presbyterian-related entities receive Restoring Creation Awards for environmental work that is particularly praise-worthy and creative.
The Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to the Rev. William Somplatsky-Jarman who is currently the Coordinator for Social Witness Ministries of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Bill worked with PEC for many years as the Environmental Justice Office Associate, now called the Office of Environmental Ministries. Special present and past responsibilities include Board of Directors of the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR), Board of Directors of Ceres, Board of Directors of the National Labor Committee, and the World Council of Churches (WCC) Climate Change Program Steering Committee. Bill represented PC(USA) at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, and has been a member of WCC delegations to the United Nations Climate Change negotiations since 1995. Bill was also past chairperson and treasurer of the Eco-Justice Working Group of the National Council of Churches of Christ.

PEC has appreciated Bill with his upbeat, encouraging voice for PEC and his heartfelt, persistent work for environmental justice. He has been a strong advocate and model for PEC as the organization has worked for a sustainable world.
Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church in Denver received this year’s congregational award.  The spiritual foundation for the Caring for Creation/Sustainability ministry at Montview is a strong commitment to being an active and caring part of God’s creation. Montview created their “Green Team” in 2006 and since then they have made many changes to the building and in the lives of their congregation. They have instituted a comprehensive recycling program, with bins throughout the church, and a large, single-stream receptacle in the parking lot. Their youngest members have posted signs on all light switches as a reminder to turn off the lights.  They have planted trees and hosted a Sustainability Expo in observance of Earth Day.  They have made New Year’s Resolutions to make changes in their lives which help protect and heal the earth.  And for the summer of 2009, their worship theme was “Season of Creation.”
Presbyterians for Earth Care (formerly Presbyterians for Restoring Creation) was founded in 1995 as a national, grassroots organization to support people of faith working towards “environmental wholeness with social justice." PEC helps the church to fulfill its current environmental policies, to create new policies and practices, and to energize and educate church members about eco-justice, the well-being of all human kind on a thriving earth.
