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God has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 

MIC. 6:8 
 

PRECEDING PAGE ILLUSTRATION  
The prophets teach that when God’s people 

seek justice, peace, and dignity for all, they are 
“like a watered garden” (Isa. 58:11) and the 

“restorer of streets to live in” (Isa. 58:12). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The dove is a symbol of peace and a sign 
of hope after the great flood. For Christians, 
the dove is a symbol of the Holy Spirit who 

descended on Jesus in baptism and empowers 
the work of the church in the world. 
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God sends the Church to share in the stewardship of cre-  
ation, preserving the goodness and glory of the earth God  
has made. God cares for us through the gifts of creation,  
providing all that we need in abundance. As caretakers  
of God’s creation, we are called to: tend the land, water,  
and air with awe and wonder at God’s gifts; use the  
earth’s resources wisely, without plundering, polluting, 
or destroying; use technology in ways that preserve and  
enhance life; measure our production and consumption  



 

in order to provide for the needs of all; foster responsi-  
ble practices of procreation and reproduction; and seek  
beauty, order, health, harmony, and peace for all God’s  
creatures. 

In the Service for the Lord’s Day we express our care for  
creation by: giving thanks for God’s creative power and  
sustaining care; acknowledging God’s call to stewardship  
of the earth and confessing our failure to care for cre-  
ation; rejoicing in the promise of redemption and renewal  
in Jesus Christ proclaimed in the Word and Sacraments;  
offering our lives and resources in service to the creator of  
all; and committing ourselves to live as good stewards of  
creation until the day when God will make all things new.  
One way in which the church demonstrates integrity in  
caring for God’s creation is through responsible choices  
about materials for worship, including the use of paper,  
sacramental elements, the construction of worship space,  
and other resources. 

(Directory for Worship, W-5.0305) 
 
In worship, Christians enact their relationships with God, with one  
another, and with God’s good creation. With psalms and hymns we extol  
the Creator for earth’s beauty. In our prayers we thank God for the gifts  
of the earth, confess the injury we have caused to the earth, and plead  
for the healing of the planet. Our baptismal fonts include water from the  
earth, our communion tables hold gifts from the harvest, and we adorn  
our worship spaces with elements from nature. We consider our use of  
resources in worship and the spaces where that worship takes place. 

This section provides the following resources related to celebrating  
and caring for the earth: 

• a Service for the Care of Creation, appropriate for use on Earth Day  
or other such occasions 

• a Blessing of the Animals service, appropriate for use on or around  
St. Francis’s Day 

• a service for use after a natural disaster, perhaps on the night of the  
disaster or soon thereafter; prayers for victims and their families,  
first responders and emergency staff provided at the beginning of  
the service may be used in the immediate aftermath 

• a collection of scripture readings, suggested hymns and songs, and  
additional liturgical texts related to the creation and ecology. 



 

Blessing of the Animals 
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Opening Sentences 
Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song  
Greeting and Prayer 
Scripture  
Sermon 
Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song  
Prayers of Intercession 
Blessing of the Animals 
Hymn, Psalm, or Spiritual Song  
Blessing and Charge 

 
This service may be used on or near October 4, the commemoration of  
Francis of Assisi (c. 1181–1226), reformer and renewer of the church. For  
practical reasons, an outdoor setting for the service may be preferred. If  
the service is held indoors, an artful table-scape at the entrance might  
include feathers, antlers, an abandoned nest or chrysalis, a birdhouse,  
small cages, fishbowl, leashes, bridles, and the like. A photo display of  
members with their pets or working animals might enhance informal  
conversation after the service. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, Ps. 84:1–4 
O Lord of hosts! 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;  
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest  
where she may lay her young, 
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king and my God. 
Happy are they who dwell in your house!  
They will always be praising you. 

 
2 You, O God, made the springs into rivers Ps. 104:10–18, 27–30 

that flow between the mountains. 
All the animals drink their fill from them,  
and the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 
Beside them the birds of the air make their nests;  
among the branches they lift their voice. 

From your dwelling on high, you water the mountains;  
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your works. 
You make grass grow for the cattle,  



 

and plants to serve humankind; 
that they may bring forth food from the earth, 

wine to gladden human hearts, oil to make the face shine,  
and bread to strengthen the human heart. 
The trees of the Lord are well supplied,  
the cedars of Lebanon that you planted, 

in which the birds build their nests, 
while the stork makes the fir trees its dwelling.  
The high hills belong to the mountain goats,  
and the stony cliffs are a refuge for the badgers. 

All of them look to you 
to give them their food in due season. 
You give it to them; they gather it; 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

When you hide your face, they are terrified;  
when you take away their breath, 
they die and return to their dust. 
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;  
and so you renew the face of the earth. 

 

3 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters 
and all deeps;  
fire and hail, snow and fog, 
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

Ps. 148:7–13, 14b 

 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;  
wild beasts and all cattle, 
creeping things and flying birds; 

 

 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes 
and all rulers of the world;  
young men and maidens, 
old and young together. 

 

 Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose 
name only is exalted, 
whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
Hallelujah! 

 

4 The steadfast love of the Lord extends to the heavens, Ps. 36:5–6 
God’s faithfulness to the clouds. 

The righteousness of the Lord is like the mighty mountains,  
and God’s judgment is like the great deep. 
The Lord saves humans and animals alike. 



 

 
HYMN, PSALM, OR SPIRITUAL SONG 

See hymn suggestions on page 581. 
 

GREETING AND PRAYER 

The joy of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the compassion of God, 
and the creative power of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. And also with you. 

The following or a similar prayer may be said: 

Source and sustainer of life, 
we cherish the myriad works of your hands.  
Water, earth, and sky are yours, 
as are all their inhabitants, wild and tame. 
We thank you for creatures that nourish and serve us,  
befriend, enrich, entertain, and protect us. 
May we, who are made in your image, care for them well. 
And may your groaning yet wondrous creation  
rally and thrive, revealing to all who come after us  
your wise, redemptive, transforming love;   
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE 

See suggested readings on page 580. 
 

SERMON 

A brief sermon may be preached. 
 

HYMN, PSALM, OR SPIRITUAL SONG 

See hymn suggestions on page 581. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious Lord of love, 
we affirm our vital connection with all living creatures.  
Empower us to seek their welfare, 
intervening where needed,  
defending and tending your world  
with grace, compassion, and dignity.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



 

Patient Lord of life, 
guide our choices so that we might safeguard habitats,  
ensuring, by your grace, 
that the mysteries and beauties of nature  
unfold for future generations. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Saving Lord of lords,  
your word foretells a day 
when the wolf will lie down with the lamb.  
Renew our vision for the peaceable kingdom.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Hear our prayers, gracious God, 
for the sake of Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
creator of all things and giver of all life, 
let your blessing be upon all these animals. 
May our relationships with them mirror your love, 
and our care for them be an example of your bountiful mercy.  
Grant the animals health and peace. 
Strengthen us to love and care for them 
as we strive to imitate the love of Jesus Christ our Lord  
and your servant Francis. Amen. 

The minister or worship leader circulates through the congregation, asks the name  
of each animal, places her/his hand on the animal’s head (if appropriate), and then  
blesses the animal: 

[Name of animal], you were created by God,  
and you are loved by God. 
May you and your human family 
experience joy and companionship together,  
and continue to be a blessing to each other. 

The service continues with the following invitation: 

God is the source and loving sustainer of all that lives—  
of species endangered 
as well as those newly discovered and named. 
Called to care 
for this diverse and imperiled web of life,  
let us again offer ourselves 
as advocates, donors, and active stewards,  
being reverent and mindful toward all creation.  
Water, earth, and sky are home to us all. 
We accept God’s call, 



 

in the name of the Good Shepherd  
who taught us to pray: Our Father . . . 

 
HYMN, PSALM, OR SPIRITUAL SONG 

See hymn suggestions on page 581. 
 

BLESSING AND CHARGE 

Compassion, creativity, and joy  
are ours through Jesus Christ. 
May the Holy Spirit move us 
to preserve and enhance life on earth,  
giving clear witness 
to the life-giving purpose of our creator. 
Alleluia!  or  Amen. 

Go out into God’s world. 
Live in peace with one another  
and with all God’s creatures. LSS  

Amen.  or  Thanks be to God. 
 

Additional Texts 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Blessing of the Animals 
Gen. 1:1, 20–28, 31a  God creates all living creatures, and humans to care  

for them 
Ps. 23 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want 
Isa. 11:1–9 Wolf and lamb will lie together; no one will hurt or  

destroy 
Matt. 6:25–33 God cares for the birds of the air and lilies of the  

field 
Matt. 21:1–5 Jesus enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey 

 
HYMNS, PSALMS, AND SPIRITUAL SONGS 

Blessing of the Animals 
GTG 15; PH 455 All Creatures of Our God and King  
GTG 20; PH 267 All Things Bright and Beautiful  
GTG 22; PH 272 God of the Sparrow 
GTG 370; PH 293 This is My Father’s World 
GTG 606; PH 591 Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 

O God, Your Creatures Fill the Earth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oAD8VZJojeU 
 



“Blessing of the Animals” from Sundays and Seasons Year C 2010, © 2009 Augsburg 
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2018). All rights reserved. Posted by permission for use through October 15, 2021. 
 


