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Presbyterian Hunger Program
Alleviate Hunger & Eliminate Its Causes



pcusa.org/hunger

“Enslaving poverty in a world of abundance is an intolerable 
violation of God’s good creation.” — Book of Confessions

PHP:  Alleviating Hunger and 
Eliminating Its Causes



WE ARE 
NOT
ROBOTS! 







Road Map for the Workshop

1. Introductions
2. Breathe together
3. Our thesis
4. An exercise
5. Saving the climate movement
6. Octopi: Becoming suckers for love and 

revolutionary change
7. Assisting migration 
8. Movement building +
9. Q & A / dialogue



“I wonder how 
much CO2 was 
emitted to 
produce and ship 
this banana to 
me…”







The Conventional 
Food System Iceberg







Food Sovereignty 
Democratizing the food system

People’s right to healthy and culturally appropriate food produced 
through ecologically sound and sustainable methods, and their right 

to define their own food and agriculture systems.



Alliance & Movement 
Building 







Oikos~
Economy

Ecology









People who work the land don’t own it.   98% - white

Food chain workers, majority POC, are hungry, 
scapegoated and harassed 

Food & Farm System not broken! 
It’s doing exactly what those in power want it to do

1. Stolen land and labor
2. Racist politics failed to distribute land to BIPOC
3. USDA discrimination against Black farmers
4. Corporate capture – oligopolies & policy
5. Capitalism – accumulation to those who have

People who have cared for the land – Native Americans 
and agroecological farmers, removed or bankrupted



Farmworkers in the U.S.  

50% to 70%

40% to 70%

Are Undocumented ~75%

Are Food Insecure

Identify as Latinx









Food, Land, Economic & Eco-
Justice

Eradicate Racism & Poverty

Build the Beloved 
Community Grassroots & 

BIPOC-led 
movement building 
for systemic change

Build policy environment





The top meter of the world's soils contains 
three times as much carbon as the entire 

atmosphere, making it a major carbon sink 
alongside forests and oceans.



100 million to 1 billion

1000’s

<100

10-20

Several Yards

Organisms per gram (teaspoon) of soil
Biological



Termite

Snail

Earthworm

Vole

Soil Animals

Centipede

Pseudoscorpion



Agrarian
Commons







Barbour’s Farm

New Roots field trip 
to visit the Barbours

Andre Barbour (center)

















Just Transition
Democratizing the Economy with Life Giving Solutions

Relocalizing power, decision-making and economic activity based on 
renewable energy, just / sustainable food systems, care for the 
vulnerable, & protection of the commons and common good.



Louisville 
Community Grocery

loufoodcoop.org







5th Element Farm in Louisville











Soils as a Solution!

Grow Organic Matter
Sequester Carbon



Round River
Farm

Lise & David Abazs



Community Supported Agriculture

Used Vegetable 
Oil Powered Car 

50 miles/Gallon
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New field tilled
SquashOnionsCarrotsBeets

Brassica’s 3 rd planting

New field buckwheat cover-cropped

Last area to pick axeBrassica’s 2nd planting

Brassica’s 1 st plantingPeasBeans
TomatoesHerbs

Sunflowers

HH4 Cucumbers/Chard

HH3 Tomatoes/Lettuce

HH2 Peppers/Carrots

HH1 Greens/Basil/Sweet Potatoes

Round River Farm CSA
August 27th, 2013

View from the 80’ wind generator tower

1 - Legumes

2 - Brassica
3 - Roots

4 - Squash
5 - Potatoes
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HH4 Cucumbers/Chard

HH3 Tomatoes/Lettuce

HH2 Peppers/Carrots

HH1 Grens/Basil/Sweet Potatoes

Round River Farm CSA
August 27th, 2013

View from the 80’ wind generator tower

Move
Move Move

Move



ASSISTED MIGRATION

Animals and plants need to migrate north 
as the planet heats, but

- Far fewer pollinators – insects, birds, 
and other animals – to spread seeds 
due to climate change and ecosystem 
destruction, so we must: 

- Stop ecosystem destruction and 
slow global warming, but also

- Assist with the process!

(short video)



Land is the basis of…

Wealth
Power
Freedom

“Land is the basis of all 
independence. Land is the basis 
of freedom, justice and equality.”

~ Malcolm X 



God’s Land
“The earth is the LORD's, and 
everything in it, the world, and all who 
live in it;”  -- Psalm 24:1

“The land, moreover, shall not be sold 
permanently, for the land is Mine; for you 
are but aliens and sojourners with Me.”

-- Leviticus 25:23

“The LORD God took humans and put 
them in the Garden of Eden to work and 
preserve it.” -- Genesis 2:15



Ownership / Long-Term Tenure
• Change rules to make easier
• Educate community
• Grants to BIPOC to purchase
• Combat food apartheid

www.foodinneighborhoods.org



Leah Penniman, Soul Fire Farm
“To free ourselves, we must feed ourselves.”







What is AGROECOLOGY?

Agroecology seeks to transform food and 
agricultural systems in ways that work with 
nature and address the root causes of 
problems through holistic and long-term 
solutions. 

Agroecology has an explicit focus on social 
and economic dimensions of food systems 
and emphasizes the rights of women, youth 
and Indigenous Peoples.







Reparations Map - Soul Fire Farm



Faithlands: The vision
Making ‘faith’ lands available to POC, 

immigrant, refugee, beginning farmers of all 
types – for agroecological food production



Stop 
Land 
Grabs 

Campaign
www.stoplandgrabs.org



Alliance & Movement 
Building 



-

A Thousand Points 
of Light in the 

Movement



Movement Building 





Climate Justice Alliance 
National Convening



Climate Justice Alliance 
Food Sovereignty Working Group





Climate Action March – COP 24, Poland



2017 People’s Climate March



CJA Work Trip to
Southwest Organizing Project (SWOP) Garden



Southwest Organizing Project (SWOP) Garden



Puerto Rico Food Sovereignty & 
Agroecology Revival



Puerto Rico Agroecology Revival









11 Ways to Be a Good Sucker

1)  Learn history 
2)  Become aware of your filters 
3)  Be open to different views + people
4)  Inner practices: gratitude, 
forgiveness, self-care and spiritual… 
5)  Breathe: be present to self & 
others
6)  Show up authentically 



11 Ways to Be a Good Sucker

7)  Center relationships 
8)  Listen deeply; speak intentionally
9)  ‘Other struggles’ are your 
struggles; inter-dependent liberation 
and take lead from those directly 
affected
10)  Live the world you long for – now
11)  Move at the speed of trust



To save the climate movement and our planet, here are 6 
overarching goals, each of which uses alternative “tools”:

1. ECONOMY – Shift to a steady-state economic system based 
on cooperation, solidarity, public commons, sustainability, 
and equity.

2. NON-EXTRACTIVE – Halt the extraction & use of fossil fuels 
and reduce the harm from other mining and polluting 
industries (includes labor, topsoil, agricultural nutrients, 
and water).

3. REPARATIONS – Stop the accumulation and privatization of 
public goods and redistribute land, wealth, and 
opportunities.



4. FOOD JUSTICE – Build equitable and sustainable food 
economies everywhere, from your neighborhood to 
regional foodsheds and nations. This requires scaling out 
agroecology and the realization of food sovereignty.

5. LAND JUSTICE – Ensure that farmland + other land is used 
equitably and sustainably, which entails ownership or long-
term tenure by farmers and producers committed to 
agroecological production. The creation and expansion of 
land trusts can play a key role in agriculture, housing, and 
other community-enhancing endeavors.

6. SOLIDARITY – Support – with our time, talent, and treasure 
– groups that are working toward these goals. Form new 
groups, coalitions, and alliances, & build movements across 
sectoral and national boundaries.



Wild Geese 

You do not have to be good.
You do not have to walk on your knees
for a hundred miles through the desert, repenting.
You only have to let the soft animal of your body

love what it loves.
Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine.
Meanwhile the world goes on.
…



Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain
are moving across the landscapes,
over the prairies and the deep trees,
the mountains and the rivers.
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air,
are heading home again.
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,
the world offers itself to your imagination,
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting—
over and over announcing your place
in the family of things.

~ by Mary Oliver



Great Books, i.e. ‘real history’ +:
• Slavery By Another Name
• The New Jim Crow
• The Half Has Never Been Told
• The Warmth of Other Suns
• Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents

• Chokehold: Policing Black Men
• White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide

• Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God

• A Foodie’s Guide to Capitalism
• Emergent Strategy  &  Pleasure Activism
• This is an Uprising: How Nonviolent Revolt Is Shaping the Twenty-First Century

• How to Hide an Empire
• Four Hundred Souls
• How to Be an Antiracist
• Farming While Black
• Beyond Survival: Strategies and Stories from the Transformative Justice Movement




