
An Introduction to NWF’s Sacred Grounds Program

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NC: Picture: Bethel AME, Sacred Grounds Wilmington



Please Put Your Name and House Of 
Worship/Organization in the Chat!
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Tonight’s Presenters
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Presentation Overview

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tonight we’ll provide an overview of NWF’s Sacred Grounds programWe’ll Dive into the important role native plants play in supporting wildlifeWe will share Sacred Grounds stories from around the countryAs well as some resources you can utilize as part of your Sacred Grounds journey



NWF.ORG/GARDEN

Uniting all Americans to 
ensure that wildlife and 

people thrive in a rapidly 
changing world.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NC: The National Wildlife Federation is the country’s oldest and largest environmental organization.  Founded in 1936, NWF began as a traditional conservation org protecting America’s beautiful wildlife for more sportsmen – flash forward to today, and we are an org committed to centering environmental justice at the core of our mission.Photo: bald eagle by Lori Rothstein



NWF.ORG  •  6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mid-Atlantic office in Annapolis, HQ in Reston, VA and NAC in DC7 regional center’s throughout the countryWithin the Mid-Atlantic, our on-the-ground work is focused on four key geographies: Baltimore, Lancaster, Philadelphia, and Wilmington DE – 
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What is Sacred 
Grounds?
Sacred Grounds is a National 
Wildlife Federation (NWF) 
program that recognizes 
congregations, houses of 
worship, and faith 
communities that create 
wildlife habitat and engage 
their communities around 
environmental stewardship. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW: Picture: Temple United, Sacred Grounds Wilmington



Each congregation will create a unique
space for praise and celebration of
nature’s wonders that connects people
and nature.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo: Masjid Bilal of Cleveland, Sacred Grounds Great Lakes (Cleveland)
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Where are Sacred Grounds Sites?
Sacred Grounds can be everywhere, but there are specific program groups and project 
leads across the country:

Great Lakes

Mid-Atlantic

DMV

(Toldeo, Detriot, Grand 
Rapids, Cleveland) 

(Baltimore, Wilmington) 

(D.C., Maryland, Virginia) 
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Who is Eligible?

Identify: Congregations, houses of worship, faith 
communities, and spiritual organizations

Need: Space on your grounds for a garden, ability to 
form a green team, funds to install a pollinator garden

• If your congregation meets the requirements for a specific Sacred Grounds program, you might be 
able to apply for a mini-grant
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Motivating Factors

Creating a safe, peaceful 
neighborhood 

greenspace for prayer 
and reflection

Increasing wildlife 
habitat

Providing opportunities 
for people to connect to 

nature

Fulfilling faith’s call to 
stewardship

Building resilient 
communities
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Benefits of 
Community Green 

Space

Social

Health

Economic

Environmental

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW: Photo: Interfaith Community Housing, Sacred Grounds Wilmington



WHAT THEY ARE AND WHY THEY’RE IMPORTANT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks, Danielle – Im going to provide a rather quick, high overview of the many benefits that native plants provide
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The Importance of 
Native Plants

When you plant native plants, you provide
habitat and nourishment to wildlife and
improve your community at the same time!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When you are gardening for wildlife- it is important to keep the following elements in mind:You need to provide: shelter, food, places to raise young, and water  && ofc sustainable gardening practicesLuckily for us – native plants can provide 4/5 elements of a healthy habitat
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The Importance of Native Plants

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What is a native plant?  A native plant can be defined as a plant found in a particular region has been present for a very long time (pre colonial) and has co-evolved with insects to form specialized relationships.  A great example is the Monarch butterfly.  This butterfly has been listed as an endangered species mostly due to habitat loss and fragmentation.  The monarch relies on the Milkweed family to complete their lifecycle.  The butterflies lay their eggs exclusively on the underside of milkweed foliage && the caterpillars soley eat milkweed.Native plants are the base of a healthy, functioning ecosystem because of all the insects that love them, (and the animals, like birds that eat them)… Dr. Tallamy says “Plant for the Caterpillars”  AKA HOST PLANTSCreate stronger food chains healthier ecosystems more resilient to climate changeDeep roots minimize severe flooding events
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Oak
557 species of caterpillars

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo: oak leaves by Doug Tallamy
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Ginkgo
0 species of caterpillars

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo: ginko leaves by Doug Tallamy



NWF.ORG/GARDEN 

96% of backyard birds rely on invertebrates 
to feed their young

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
During the breeding season, birds needs A LOT of insects… For Chickadees to successfully raise a clutch of hatchlings they require over 5,000 insects…Eastern bluebird female feeding nestlings by Marilyn Vaillancourt via NWF; via NWF
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Why Native Plants?

Create Wildlife 
Habitat

Improve 
Health & 
Wellness

Beautify
Grow Healthy 

Food

Steward 
Faith & 
Nature

Reduce impact of 
severe storms

Encourage 
Nature Play

Build 
Community

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other benefits of native plants beyond creating wildlife habitat are:
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NWF.ORG/GARDEN

• Adapted to local soils
• Adapted to regional precipitation
• Resilient and hardy once established
• Support wildlife

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Also, native plants require less inputs (in the longterm) than traditional landscaping practicesPhoto: native plants meadow garden by David Mizejewski via NWF
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Natives, Non-Natives, & Invasives

NATIVE: Asclepius incarnata, 
Swamp milkweed

Photo Credit: Tom Potterfield, Flickr 
Creative Commons

NON-NATIVE: Asclepias
curassavica, Tropical milkweed

Photo Credit: Renee Owns

INVASIVE: Buddleja davidii, 
Butterfly bush

Photo credit: Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University 
of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tropical milkweed (in southern regions where it doesn’t die fully) causes a parasite to spread from Monarchs

https://www.flickr.com/photos/tgpotterfield/15668432132/in/photolist-pSyNZA-odRPbh-fvqBZ4-iguTBF-iguuwx-iguNL8-igvDyg-igw11Q-igvfSC-igwf7K-iguMVv-igwetv-igweLK-iguVYV-igvgyV-iguda5-igufH1-iguyct-iguUoS-igvfTB-igv2kW-igucjC-iguU3b-iguArg-igveNv-igv3Lm-iguozS-iguGGn-9ZgNjZ-iguV8M-iguqR5-igujsd-oz18ZU-8jmdZF-iGepWm-iGeubJ-iGaFvK-iGchZg-iGbEdk-iGaETn-iGf3hC-iGbdNe-iGf6fS-igtPEK-igtVfc-91vsDC-91sjyg-cs5APJ-91vsFJ-91sjFn
https://blog.nwf.org/2015/02/twelve-native-milkweeds-for-monarchs/
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Wildlife need native 
plants

The definition of gardening is 
the act of …

Planting with a 
Purpose!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In summation – wildlife need native plants Photo: bee and beetle at wild rose flower by David Mizejewski
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Native Plants 
Resources

 Native Plant Finder: 
https://www.nwf.org/nativeplantfinder/

 Homegrown National Park: 
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/

 Keystone Plants: 
https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-
Wildlife/About/Native-Plants/keystone-
plants-by-ecoregion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NC: (DW) Put links into chat

https://www.nwf.org/nativeplantfinder/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/About/Native-Plants/keystone-plants-by-ecoregion
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Case Studies
THE SUCCESSES OF OTHER CONGREGATIONS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo: Stillmeadow Community Fellowship, Sacred Grounds Baltimore 
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Presbyterian Churches in SG Wilmington

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW
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Westminster Presbyterian 
Church

“Our vision is to create an outdoor space that would 
support a variety of church activities.” The space will 
be used for “individual contemplation as well as 
spiritual and earth-centered activities” and possibly 
as an outdoor worship space.

“Turning this area into a Native Plants Garden would 
create an inviting space for individual prayer and 
church gatherings, transforming this forgotten plot of 
land into an asset and spiritual resource.”

1502 West 13th Street, Wilmington, DE 19806
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Hanover Presbyterian 
Church/Pacem in Terris

Their vision was to create a space that is peaceful, 
easy to maintain, and create a positive impact on the 
community/neighborhood. 

“Hanover Church has always been a neighborhood 
centered church, with an emphasis on creating 
hospitality, a spirit of inclusion and working toward 
social justice.”

They worked in partnership with Pacem in Terris and 
Jefferson Street Center, Inc. 

1801 N Jefferson St, Wilmington, DE 19802

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW



Stillmeadow
Community Fellowship

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NC: Stillmeadow Community Fellowship is located in West Baltimore.  They are actively restoring a 10 ac. Parcel of neglected urban forest into a healthy and thriving forest..Stillmeadow became a SG site in 2020, with the installation of two pollinator gardens in addition to their stewardship of the Peace Park.  This project is grounded in social and environmental justice… and came to be after an extreme flooding event in 2018 that caused severe damage to neighbors property
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Peace Park Goals
 Provide a beautiful and 

meditative space for the use of 
the members of the faith 
community as well as neighbors 
and visitors.

 Provide habitat for bird, small 
mammals, and insects by the use 
of native plantings.

 Provide an educational 
experience for those who visit on 
the benefits of onsite 
management of storm water 
conservation with a cistern and 
the use of native plants.
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Spring 2022

Worked with 
Stillmeadow to 
create a second 
pollinator garden 
– the ‘Be Still 
Meadow’. 

Lawn conversion 
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A Strong Partnership

USDA Forest Service
Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake
Blue Water Baltimore
University of Delaware
The National Audubon Society
Baltimore Green Space
Nature Sacred
National Wildlife Federation

 Turnaround Tuesday
 Maryland Forest Service, 

Department of Natural 
Resources

 Baltimore Office of 
Sustainability

 Baltimore City Department of 
Public Works

 BUILD 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
TRULY Collaborative



Islamic Community 
Center of Laurel (ICCL)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW
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Before, During, & After

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW - 498 plants total!



Dickerson Education 
Center

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dickerson Education Center is a part of the Sacred Grounds Cohort in Wilmington, DE.  This site is a faith-based community center that provides afterschool enrichment programs and other services for the community.   Ms. Caren Turner who was the lead on this project is a true community builder & leader.  Working with Interfaith Community Housing, she has been instrumental in the success of our program.
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Dickerson Education Center

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dickerson sought out to transform their courtyard (which remained permanently locked) into a welcoming and peaceful space for celebration and community building.  Through their project they replaced a broken fence in the rear, created a seating area made of large stumps, and planted 300 sq ft of pollinator habitat.  They have been decorating the garden throughout the seasons and most recently was decked out for Women’s month



Masjid Bilal of 
Cleveland

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW -- This house of worship was part of our first cohort launching the Sacred Grounds Cleveland Program; they are committed to transform 643 square feet on their grounds for street facing beautification and pollinator habitat.  
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Masjid Bilal of Cleveland

Native plant list included in this garden:

 Black – Eyed Susan
 Broad Leaved Purple 

Coneflower
 Lanceleaf Coreopsis
 Little Bluestem
 Nodding Wild Onion
 Foxglove
 Butterfly Weed

 Wild Bergamot
 Wild Columbine
 Smooth Blue Aster
 Yellow Coneflower
 Two Red Maple Trees
 Two Redbud Tree
 Arrowwood Verbernum

shrub

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW - They’re committed to increasing their garden and also providing small stipends to congregants and youth to carry on with maintenance. Amazing site, and very committed faith leader!



HOW TO JOIN SACRED GROUNDS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NC
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Sacred Grounds 
Requirements

Create wildlife habitat

Install native plants & form a committed green 
team to care for them

Engage your congregation and the surrounding 
community

Make connections between faith practices and 
stewardship 

Check out our Sacred Grounds webpage! 
https://www.nwf.org/sacredgrounds

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you are interested in becoming a Sacred Grounds site, there are 4 program requirements for designation…

https://www.nwf.org/sacredgrounds
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Coming Soon –
Sacred Grounds 
Resource Guide!

Look forward to an archive of 
resources on the planning, 
installation, stewardship, and 
community engagement of your 
future Sacred Grounds!

Contact Natalie Cohen about 
receiving the link when the 
archive is active!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW
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When you’re ready, designate your 
site as a Sacred Ground!

• Sacred Grounds Designation Form Link: 
https://nwf.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bwp3ODe
0nla5by6

• You can receive a free paper PDF of the Sacred Grounds sign 
or pay a small fee to receive a metal yard sign.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DW

https://nwf.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bwp3ODe0nla5by6


Thank you for listening! We hope 
you feel inspired to Garden for 
Wildlife where you worship!

Reach out to Natalie Cohen with any additional questions: 
CohenN@nwf.org .

mailto:CohenN@nwf.org


Questions?
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