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Songs for Creation by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

A Workshop for the 2023 Presbyterians for Earth Care Conference

 
 
This hymn was written for the World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation (September 1st) and inspired by "Laudato Si' 
(Praise Be to You):  On Care for Our Common Home," 2015 Encyclical Letter of Pope Francis. 
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* This hymn was originally used for the dedication of the 180 solar panels on the sanctuary of Limestone Presbyterian 
Church in Wilmington, Delaware. The first line of the last verse's original wording reflected the solar dedication: 
"At this solar dedication, may we hear your word anew:" 
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O God, You Made the Trees 
TERRA BEATA 6.6.8.6 D ("This is My Father's World”) 

 

O God, you made the trees! The oak and Douglas fir, 

the maple, beech, and sweetgum reach their branches heavenward. 

The willow, growing wide — the redwood, tall and strong — 

and cedar trees! Yes, all of these sing out creation's song. 

 

You made each living thing to give and to receive. 

As roots grow down into the ground, they twist and interweave. 

A canopy of green restores and cools the air. 

Great branches shade the earth you made, and dance — as if in prayer. 

 

How often we forget the forests and their worth! 

We lay cement on places meant to be the lungs of earth. 

For profit and for gain, we build and build some more; 

We cut down woods in neighborhoods of people who are poor. 

 

O God, you made the trees — the apple and the pine. 

You made them all and still you call: "Take care of what is mine!" 

May we receive your gift and give ourselves anew 

to do our best, as we've been blessed, to care for trees for you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tune: Traditional English melody 
Text: Copyright © 2021 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com     New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com 
 
 
“O God, You Made the Trees” was written for Presbyterians for Earth Care's collection of  
online articles about trees. 
 

 
  

http://www.carolynshymns.com/o_god_you_made_the_trees.html
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               A hymn for the blessing of animals service that was requested by the Humane Society in the United States. 
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Creator, We Thank You for All You Have Made 
ST. DENIO 11.11.11.11 ("Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”) 

 
Creator, we thank you for all you have made: 

For trees by the sidewalk that give us cool shade, 

For grass-covered ball fields, for flowers downtown, 

For wide autumn leaves that turn crispy and brown. 

 

God, thank you for gardens on back corner-lots, 

For insects that hide out in old flower pots, 

For lions and polar bears living in zoos, 

For high mountain trails that have beautiful views. 

 

God, thank you for rainfall that ends a long drought, 

For cracks in the sidewalk where little weeds sprout, 

For birds that build nests in the tops of the trees, 

For hot summer days when we feel a cool breeze. 

 

O God, we give thanks for the places we go, 

For cool mountain lakes and for trails in the snow, 

For each city park and for each county fair, 

For gifts of creation we see everywhere. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Biblical References: Genesis 1; Psalms 8, 24, 95, 104, 148 
Tune: Traditional Welsh hymn, in John Robert's Caniadau y Cyssegr (Songs of the Sanctuary), 1839  
Text: Copyright © 2006 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com   New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com 
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O God of Life, Your Waters Flow 
SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER 8.8.8.8 D ("Sweet Hour of Prayer”) 

 
O God of life, your waters flow 

And make all life on earth to grow. 

Your springs rise up and rains fall down 

On fertile field and sandy ground. 

Refrain: 

May we be wise to know the worth 

Of clean, clear rivers, sky and earth. 

May all your children take a stand, 

Protecting water, tending land. 

 

Yet greed can rise up to destroy 

The things you give us to enjoy. 

This world too often won't respect 

The things you call us to protect. 

Refrain 

 

May justice roll like waters down 

And streams of righteousness abound. 

May we push on and never cease 

To stand for justice, truth and peace. 

Refrain 
 
 
 
 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1861 ("Sweet Hour of Prayer")   
Text: Copyright © 2017 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com     New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com 

 
Permission is given for free use of this hymn to Standing Rock supporters and all others who seek to care for creation. 
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