




History of Plastic 
First produced in 1907 

Produced on a global scale
in the 1950s.

Since then, annual plastic  
production has increased
nearly 230-fold to 460
million tons in 2019.



Plastic pollution:
Damages habitats 
Interrupts natural processes
Reduces the ability of ecosystems to
adapt to climate change 
Negatively affects millions of people’s
livelihoods
Disrupts food production capabilities
Harmful to social well-being.
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Graph from Statista.

Every week, we eat
roughly a credit card

worth of microplastics.

This is a human health
crisis. 

https://www.statista.com/chart/18299/how-we-eat-drink-and-breathe-microplastics/


Graph from Statista.

Every week, we eat
roughly a credit card

worth of microplastics.

This is a human health
crisis. 

The chemicals found in microplastics
cause significant health problems,

which are felt disproportionately by
people of color and low-income

communities.

https://www.statista.com/chart/18299/how-we-eat-drink-and-breathe-microplastics/




Plastics take 20-
500 years to
decompose, 
Under 14% of
plastic packaging
is recycled.
Difficult to recycle
different plastics
together since they
melt differently  
Expensive



Who do you think
is the world’s
single largest
producer of

single-use plastic
waste??



Who do you think
is the world’s
single largest
producer of

single-use plastic
waste??



https://climateintegrity.org/plastics-fraud



Polluters knew decades
ago that plastic recycling
was “virtually hopeless.”

Bottom Line:



What does all this mean
for the church?



Thinking
Theolgoically

about
Plastic:



Thinking
Theolgoically

about
Plastic:

SIN



Thinking
Theolgoically

about
Plastic:
IDOLOTRY



“idolatry always reduces to worship of something ‘made with hands,’
something confined within the terms of human work and human

comprehension.”

Wendell Berry, “Christianity and the Survival of Creation”



Thinking
Theolgoically

about
Plastic:
LIMITS



 “… for I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what it is
to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all

circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going
hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through

him who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:11-13, NRSV







The New Golden Calf?
Exodus 32: 1-6

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the
mountain, the people gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come,

make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become
of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears
of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So
all the people took off the gold rings from their ears and brought them to

Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an
image of a calf, and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who

brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built
an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow
shall be a festival to the Lord.” They rose early the next day and offered
burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being, and the people sat

down to eat and drink and rose up to revel.



We Shall Not Want?

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters (verses 1-2)

















What steps can
YOU/WE take to
reduce plastic

waste?



Worm, B., Lotze, H.K., Jubinville, I., Wilcox, C., & Jambeck, J.R. (2017). Plastic as a Persistent Marine Pollutant. Annual Review of Environment and Resources, 42, 1-26.



Try doing a plastic-free
Lenten season 

1.

Reduce shellfish
consumption

2.

Educate yourself on your
personal plastic use

3.

Personal Actions



Reduce the amount of single-use
plastics used for community meals

1.

Do a community cleanup in your
neighborhoods or public spaces

2.

Donate to support communities
impacted by pollution

3.

Advocate for your denomination or
communion to completely divest from
fossil fuel and petroleum companies.

4.

Community Actions













https://dontwastegroup.com/post-consumer-recycled-plastic-vs-virgin-plastic/#:~:text=Virgin%20plastic%20is%20a%20resin,life%20as%20a%20consumer%20product.
https://dontwastegroup.com/post-consumer-recycled-plastic-vs-virgin-plastic/#:~:text=Virgin%20plastic%20is%20a%20resin,life%20as%20a%20consumer%20product.
https://dontwastegroup.com/post-consumer-recycled-plastic-vs-virgin-plastic/#:~:text=Virgin%20plastic%20is%20a%20resin,life%20as%20a%20consumer%20product.
https://www.whitehouse.senate.gov/news/release/whitehouse-doggett-reintroduce-bicameral-bill-act-to-tackle-plastic-pollution-crisis-and-hold-polluters-accountable
https://www.whitehouse.senate.gov/news/release/whitehouse-doggett-reintroduce-bicameral-bill-act-to-tackle-plastic-pollution-crisis-and-hold-polluters-accountable
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