Example Handover Letter: Changing Course for a Green Future

Date

To: Presbytery Clerk, (name of person)(name of presbytery)  
From: (name of clerk of session or teaching elder member of the Presbytery) Session of (name of your church and city) 
Re: Request for Concurrence with an Overture: Changing Course for a Green Future

[bookmark: _Hlk219732531]Please find attached, an overture that is being offered for Presbytery Concurrence by (the Session of Name of Church or (Name of Teaching Elder member of Presbytery). It is the same text as first adopted by the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery at their meeting on January 21st, 2026. If concurred with by our Presbytery, it must be received by the Office of General Assembly on or before May 7, 2026. 

In order to meet that deadline, we are asking for it to be on the agenda for the (date of meeting) and adequate time allocated for discussion.  (Name of person from your church or Minister sponsor)  will attend to present it and answer any questions.  

Briefly describe the request and rationale for this overture. Additional background information and justifications for approval can be provided. An example is provided below which you are free to use or you can write your own.

Overture :This overture asks the church to become a leader in the global transition to renewable energy by withdrawing from our financial investments in the polluting production and use of fossil fuels because this more faithfully accords with the reality of climate science, the guidance and policy of previous General Assemblies and our witness to God’s justice, care and hope for creation. 

Rationale: Our denomination has long affirmed that caring for creation is central to our discipleship and public witness and this includes the need to teach and to practice that which will meet the Genesis mandate to be caretakers of the Earth.

The 226th GA in 2024, recommitted the denomination to the urgent need to align our programs with the global efforts to transition away from fossil fuels in a just, orderly and equitable manner and increase this effort in the current decade.

This overture seeks to bring the church’s financial practices into alignment with the commitments we have already made and to reflect the urgency of cutting our carbon emissions by 2030 to avoid temperatures that will be catastrophic for all life. 

Background:
Since 2014, tens of Presbyteries across the PC(USA) representing hundreds of thousands of church members have sent overtures to every General Assembly calling for the church to stand in solidarity with creation and the poor who increasingly suffer from natural disasters and species loss resulting from fossil fueled climate change. These overtures have called for a complete divestment of our denominational stock holdings in companies which extract, produce, transport and market fossil fuels. The 226th G.A. approved the last of these and then reversed itself, choosing, instead, to reduce this call to only ten such companies. According to our most reliable information, the Presbyterian Foundation and Board of Pensions still holds up to one hundred and forty million dollars or so in fossil fuel investments. This overture is now calling for the removal of the remainder of our holdings. Having already removed over one hundred million from the fossil fuel market over the last six years in accordance with prior G.A. actions and shifting market dynamics, it is clear that the request of this overture is implementable.
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