


Example Handover Letter: The Green Future Endowment Fund

Date

To: Presbytery Clerk, (name of person)(name of presbytery)  
From: (name of clerk of session or teaching elder member of the Presbytery) Session of (name of your church and city) 
Re: Request for Concurrence with an Overture: The Green Future Endowment Fund

[bookmark: _Hlk219732531]Please find attached, an overture that is being offered for Presbytery Concurrence by (the Session of Name of Church (or Name of Teaching Elder member of Presbytery). It is the same text as first adopted by the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery at their meeting on January 21st, 2026. If concurred with by our Presbytery, it must be received by the Office of General Assembly on or before May 7, 2026. 

In order to meet that deadline, we are asking for it to be on the agenda for the (date of meeting) and adequate time allocated for discussion.  (Name of person from your church or Minister sponsor)  will attend to present it and answer any questions.  

Briefly describe the request and rationale for this overture. Additional background information and justifications for approval can be provided. An example is provided below which you are free to use or you can write your own.

Overture :This Overture asks the church to establish a permanent endowment fund from which to make grants to support a just transition to renewable energy and projects of repair for damage caused by environmental injustice. This would be a two-step process with the decision to establish the fund occurring at this Assembly along with establishing a design team to work over the following two years to develop a proposal for how the fund would be capitalized and operated and bring this proposal to the following Assembly for action.

Rationale: For many decades, the church has confessed its failure to live up to its values and pronouncements related to earth care. In its adoption of the recommendations in the “Investing in a Green Future” position paper during the 225th General Assembly in 2022, the linkage was made between addressing climate change and economic and racial justice -- what many refer to as the “just transition” from our current fossil fuels based economic order to one based in renewable energy sources. In its call for a re-doubling of the church’s efforts to address climate change, in a just and differentiated manner, this document recognized the need for the church to fund such efforts, while also re-aligning our investments with these values.

The Green Future Endowment Fund would be a means for addressing these areas of concern, far into the future, as the planet continues to warm and devastating weather events destroy homes, churches and wildlife habitat. While the scope and amount of this fund’s resources are yet to be determined, this overture calls on the 227th General Assembly to take the first step toward its establishment.
Background:
The 218th Assembly in 2008 recommended that a fund be established in the Restoring Creation ministry area of the denomination’s program agency to be used to assist congregations with the green transition which was never done.  The 225th G.A. affirmed the “polluter pays” principle and called for the church to align its treasure with its values. An honest appraisal of the history of our own denomination’s investment earnings will lead to the realization that much of this has resulted from business practices and products which have damaged the planet and vulnerable communities in many ways. In other words, the needs to financially support funds for the green transition, adaptation, and loss and damage are not simple charity but in some degree reparation for harms caused by the very companies from whose practices and products we have profited. 
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