Example Handover letter: On the Importance of Regenerative Farming Practices in Caring for Creation
Date: 
To: Presbytery Clerk (name of Presbytery)
From: (name of clerk of session or teaching elder member of the Presbytery) Session of (name of your church and city) 
Re: Request for Concurrence with an Overture: On the Importance of Regenerative Farming Practices in Caring for Creation
Re:  Request Presbytery concur with an Overture:  “On the Importance of Regenerative Farming Practices in Caring for Creation” which will be placed before the commissioners who will gather for the 227th General Assembly, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 22 – July 2, 2026
Please find the text of the overture, (approved by the Session of Name of Church) or (submitted by Name of Teaching Elder member of Presbytery). It is the same text as first adopted by the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery at their meeting on January 21st, 2026. If concurred with by our Presbytery, it must be received by the Office of General Assembly on or before May 7, 2026. 
In order to meet that deadline, we are asking for it to be on the agenda for the (date of meeting) and adequate time allocated for discussion.  (Name of person from your church or Minister sponsor)  will attend to present it and answer any questions.  
Briefly describe the request and rationale for this overture. Additional background information and justifications for approval can be provided. An example is provided below which you are free to use or you can write your own.
What follows is a brief summary of the content, rationale and background of this overture.
Overture:  This overture calls for Presbyterians to learn about and support regenerative farming practices; it directs the Office of Public Witness to advocate with the U.S. government and the Hunger Program to equip Presbyterians with necessary knowledge; it encourages Presbyterians and congregations to act upon this knowledge in their own gardening and farming activities, to pursue farming as a vocation, and to advocate in local, state and national spheres for policy changes which will strengthen the regenerative farming movement and enable more people of color to own farmland and operate farms using regenerative farming practices. 
Rationale Summary:  World food supplies depend upon improving the condition of soils worldwide, which have deteriorated under excessive use of tillage, chemical fertilizers, and pesticides.  Modern science tells us thar regenerative farming practices can build sustainable soil and enhance the nutritional benefits of food,  while decreasing costs of inputs for farmers. But government policies and farming culture are slow to support adoption of these better practices at sufficient scale. These farming practices can enable more farmers to stay on their lands, enabling economic resurgence of rural communities, and that can provide careers for young people who face insecurities in an age of robots and artificial intelligence. Regenerated soil can sequester more carbon, helping to slow climate change, and it can store water for timely use by green plants, reducing the severity of both floods and droughts. As people of faith who honor Christ’s teachings to feed the poor, people and institutions of PCUSA can help in discernment and implementation of scientific information that makes it possible to meet this responsibility.
Background:  The 221st (2014) General Assembly enacted the “Food Sovereignty for All” Overture, which envisioned affordable and healthy food, grown sustainably as the most faithful means for fulfilling the biblical mandate to ensure that people are fed.  Regenerative farming practices were lifted up in the  ACSWP policy document: “Investing in a Green Future: A Vision for A Renewed Creation,” which was adopted by the 225th (2022) General Assembly.
Attachment: Overture Text

