Critical Arguments for Supporting Overture CLJ-02:
“Changing Course for a Green Future”

The 226™ GA in 2024, (ENV-06), recommitted the denomination to the urgent need to
align our programs with the global efforts to “transition away from fossil fuels in a just,
orderly and equitable manner and to increase this effort in the current decade” as a key
way to address the climate crisis caused by the burning of fossil fuel energy products.
This overture seeks to bring the church’s financial investments into alignment with this
commitment.

Over the last 30 years our denominational statements have attested to a sense of
urgency around human caused climate change while refraining from pressing our
fiduciaries to remove their investments in the companies which produce the fossil fuel
energy products which are its root cause.

As of this Assembly, our denomination’s Advocacy Committee on Social Witness Policy
has taken two important steps to remedy this lack of action

- 1. They have produced an excellent moral and theological statement (CLJ-05),
calling for the PCUSA to pursue the path that supports the quickest and most
efficient transition away from the production, distribution and use of fossil fuels;
and

- 2. They have provided the Commissioners with an “Advice and Counsel”
comment in which they endorse Assembly adoption of the CLJ-02 “Changing
Course for a Green Future” recommendations which call on our fiduciaries to
remove all investments in fossil fuel energy companies by 2030 or as soon as
may be possible while attending to their fiduciary responsibilities.

(Their one exception to approval of the entire list of seven recommendations is in the
language of the first recommendation. Hopefully a carefully worded amendment may be
able to clarify this matter to the assembly’s satisfaction.)

While our MRTI representatives have attempted to engage the fossil fuel companies in
which our fiduciaries are invested, these companies are unwilling to shift their business
model away from producing fossil fuel energy at anything like the pace needed to
address this historical moment. And, as regards the fossil fuel industry at least, the
whole “seat at the table” argument is at best a well-intentioned idea that has little to
show in terms of actual results for even those local communities involved while failing to
address the global harms being wrought by the industry’s products.

In fact, over the past two years there has been a back-tracking on prior commitments to
invest in renewables or to slow their pace of extraction and even efforts at
“‘greenwashing” their actions. The entire industry has a decades long history of
denying, ignoring and obfuscating the science and misleading the public.



- A 2023 study by the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) revealed that no oil and
gas companies have plans in place to phase out of fossil fuels.
https://www.cdp.net/en/press-releases/research-reveals-no-oil-and-gas-compani
es-have-plans-in-place-to-phase-out-fossil-fuels.

We understand that all profit, regardless of its source, is put to worthwhile ends by our
church’s leadership. And we appreciate the care with which our fiduciaries undertake
their role as stewards of the church’s and pensioners’ resources. But continuing to stay
invested in this industry whose primary products are inimical to all life on the planet, is
irrational, harmful and hypocritical, especially since the industry is clearly not listening to
us or changing.

- Fossil fuel investments have failed to perform over a long period of time. Fossil

fuel investments over the last decade have underperformed the market. A 2024
report by the Institute of Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA) found
that fossil fuel investments have had a bad decade. A report on the performance
of the New York state pension fund released January 27, 2026 documented that
this fund would have performed 5.4% better without fossil fuel investments than it
actually performed and would have earned an additional $15.1 billion.

Our church leadership seems to be of two minds:

ACSWP says, “act with all due haste!” and “Divest fossil fuel stocks by 2030.”
MRTI says, “stay the course with fossil fuel company engagement and maybe
occasionally call for temporary divestment.”

Presbyterians for Earth Care and The Creation Action Network of Presbyterian Young
Adults say: “Pass CLJ-02, and send a message to all Presbyterians and the world that
we are ready to change course away from fossil fuel energy products and toward
renewable sources of energy for a green future in solidarity with and hope for all forms
of life on the planet!”

For further information see the G.A. page on the Presbyterians for
Earthcare website: presbyearthcare.org/general-assembly-2026/
You may also speak (or text) directly with one of our representatives
During the General Assembly: Drew Hill (CANOPY) Ph: (505)660-5434
Lucy Youngblood, (PEC) email: youngbloodthird@gmail.com
Or Fred Milligan, PEC Advocacy Committee Co-facilitator
at phone, text and WhatsApp (917)-544-2931
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