Green Future Hopes
Helpful Information in Support of Overtures CLJ-02, 03, 04

That 225th (2022) assembly approved the policy paper titled “Investing in a Green Future” which directed our
MRTI staff to begin more diligent monitoring and pressure against the financing of fossil fuel operations.

They also, in the words of that same policy, confessed
“. . .that we have not sufficiently ‘responded to the cry of creation’ and “. . . We have failed to
place the intrinsic value of God’s creation above the idols of the world, such as wealth, power,
acquisition and status. We have failed to embrace fully the principles of stewardship and
sustainability, of God’s concern for those experiencing poverty and their participation in
processes and policies, of accepting for our own lives that which is sufficient (rather than the
constant accumulation of more), and of solidarity with all creation.”

Therefore, “[We] hereby recommit to a ‘turnaround decade’ for restoring creation. ... We
recommit our energy, our treasure and our vision to a future in which God's creation is restored,
the human family lives together in balance and justice with each other, and the social and
ecological destruction that our society inflicts on the world is reversed and repaired.

This year’s commissioners are being presented with three separate-but-connected overtures which seek to
move forward toward the vision embodied in the 2225th G.As “Investing in a Green Future”. These are:
CLJ-02 “Changing Course for a Green Future”

CLJ-03 “The Green Future Endowment Fund”

CLJ-04 “On Regenerative Farming Practices ”

CLJ-02, calls on our fiduciaries to set a goal of being fully divested of stocks in fossil fuel energy companies by
2030. This is the date established by the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) scientists for
making dramatic reductions in greenhouse gasses which, if achieved, may protect the planet from further
catastrophic climate changes.

This call to categorical divestment builds on the guidance set forth in “Investinging in a Green Future” of
categorically denying financing to fossil fuel companies. By removing our investment dollars we add our moral
commitment as well to the transition away from fossil fuels and toward renewable energy sources.

CLJ-03 is what we may think of as the “carrot “ in a “carrot and stick” approach to the green transition. A
similar idea was actually approved by a former GA in 2008 but never enacted. By establishing an endowment
fund out of which grants may be made to congregations and communities which are suffering from or adapting
to climate change, we are following up our commitment to a “turn-around decade” with a concrete action to
assist with a just and sustainable transition toward that green future.

CLJ-04 is meant to further support the “green future” vision by providing additional attention to the processes
through which farmers may consciously support the regeneration of soil and its fungi, bacteria and other
microorganisms that nurture plants and make them more nutritious for human health. This involves less tillage
and less use of fuels, chemical fertilizers, and pesticides, enabling farmers to have a healthier and economically
more sustainable relationship with soils and their communities. Regenerated soils hold more water, reducing
flooding and withstanding droughts, and they sequester more greenhouse gases from the atmosphere.



Three other items of business are also of interest: CLJ-01, CLJ-05 and FIN-03. We have a comment on each of
these on the PEC website’s GA page.

For further information see the G.A. page on the Presbyterians for Earthcare
website at Presbyearthcare.org
You may also speak (or text) directly with one of our representatives During the
General Assembly: Drew Hill (CANOPY) Ph: (505)660-5434
Lucy Youngblood, (PEC) email: youngbloodthird@gmail.com
or
Fred Milligan, PEC
Advocacy Committee Co-facilitator at phone, text and WhatsApp (917)-544-2931
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