
 

A partial list of participants from across the 12 years of the struggle which included 
147 presbytery votes and overtures before six General assemblies, along with 
descriptive comments about how they were involved may be found on the PEC 
website here [link]. If you were involved and do not find your name there or would like 
to suggest changes and/or additions to the description of your involvement, please 
send an email to presbyearthcare@gmail.com 

 

Susan Chamberlin, member of the Palo Alto Presbyterian Church’s Cool Planet divestment team and 
advocate at the first two GAs where the divestment overtures were considered.  

Sue Smith, PEC Steering Committee member, Attended the Forward on Climate rally in DC and participated 
in early FFPCUSA efforts, served as an Overture Advocate from her Presbytery and eventually on the 
Climate/Environment sub group of ACSWP for over a decade during the period from 2016-2026. Was a 
member of the  on the divestment task force that recommended changes to the divestment rules clarifying 
the option of sector-wide divestment among others which were adopted by the 2027 G.A. 

Dan Terpstra, one of the original advocates for PCUSA divestment and the first moderator  of Fossil Free 
PCUSA.  

Megan Gregory, 2014 Overture Advocate from Geneva Presbytery 

abby mohaupt, served on the staff of the Palo Alto Presbyterian Church, guiding their early efforts in drafting 
the first overture on divestment and served as co-leader of FFPCUSA from its inception through 2022. Wrote 
her PhD dissertation on divestment from fossil fuels as a faith movement  Leader of the FFPCUSA walk from 
Louisville, Kentucky to St Louis, Missouri GA to call attention to the need for divestment as well as lead the 
“Die In Protest” at GA.  Also served as a member of the divestment policy review task force that 
recommended updates which were adopted by the 227th assembly clarifying the original 1984 policy’s 
provision for sector wide divestment action. 

Paul Henschen, member of PEC Steering Committee; 2016 Overture Advocate, Northern Plains Presbytery 

Peter Anderson, 2014 Overture Advocate, Presbytery of the Redwoods  

Rob Mark, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Boston. Sponsor of the  first divestment overture to Boston 
Presbytery which in turn became the first Presbytery Sponsor in 2013  for the overture brought to the 2014 
General Assembly, Presbytery of Boston, member of the 2014, 2016, 2018 Fossil Free PCUSA team, serving 
as overture advocate and presence at various GAs. Co-Coordinator of PCUSA Eco-Stewards, 2007-2024. 
Generally in awe of and inspired by everyone in this PCUSA climate justice movement!  

Pam McVety, member of the 2014, 2016, 2018, 2020 Fossil Free PCUSA and the 2022, 2024 2026 PEC 
Overture  Advocacy Teams, five-time Overture Advocate  for the Florida Presbytery, testified six times before 
the General Assembly Climate and Environmental Justice Committee, helped author overtures and 
numerous General Assembly informational handouts, wrote supportive and informational articles for 
Presbyterian Outlook, and two-time designer of the old fashioned paddle fans for commissioners.  



Ben Terpstra, YAAD in 2014 and outspoken supporter of fossil fuel divestment; PPF intern in for divestment in 
2016; primary author of the 2016 overture rationale. 

Jacob Bolton, 2014 Overture Advocate, Presbytery of Hudson River  

Fred Milligan, former PCUSA Associate for Stewardship Education, and PEC Steering Committee member, 
drafted the last three divestment overtures (2022-2026) and served as Co-facilitator of the PEC Advocacy 
Committee from 2022 to present; initiator of CANOPY and member of the CANOPY support team from PEC; 
Participant in COP 26  meeting in Glasgow as a member of the PCUSA delegation and all subsequent COPs 
(virtually); served as Overture Advocate from Highlands Presbytery, 2024. 

Drew Hill, served as YAAD from Presbytery of Santa Fe in 2024, on the overture drafting team in 2026 and  
Overture Advocate in 2026.  

Janet Cox, member of the Palo Alto Presbyterian Church’s Cool Planet divestment team; on the original 
FFPCUSA steering committee; attended 2014 General Assembly. 

Colleen Earp, PPF intern supporting divestment  in 2014; PPF YAAD interface in 2016; on PPF steering 
committee from 2016-2022,  

Rick Ufford Chase, Peace and Climate Activist, past Moderator of General Assembly (2003) and  mentor to 
start-up of FFPCUSA.one of the architects of the Walk to Divest 

Dexter Kearny 

Liv Thomas  

Pat Kinney, member of the Palo Alto Presbyterian Church’s Cool Planet divestment team; first treasurer of 
Fossil Free PCUSA; attended the 2014 General Assembly. 

Wil Howie, Director of Living Waters of the World and one of the originators of the movement toward 
Divestment was on the original FFPCUSA steering committee 

Gary Peyton, member of the FFPCUSA steering committee; active at the 2016 General Assembly 

Susan DeGeorge and Kathy Dean, among the first divestment recruits at the 2013 Big Tent in Louisville. And 
helped articulate overture strategy based on learnings from LGBTQ justice working in PCUSA  

Emily Brewers 

Aida Haddad 

Bob Ross 

Laurie Fisher, advocate at the 2016 General Assembly and one of organizers that got us to 30 concurrences 

Rebecca Barnes, Restoring Creation Staff in the Office of the Presbyterian Hunger Program who connected 
and encouraged the various individuals who formed FFPCUSA. 

Diane Bowers, overture advocate 2024  

Holly Hallman, Chair of PEC Advocacy Committee  in 2013 and supporter of FFPCUSA efforts throughout. 



John Creasy: Worked for Pittsburgh Presbytery Concurrence and served as Overture Advocate before the 
committee in 2018 

David Kepley, Providence PC:Served as overture advocate, 2016 GA in Portland.  And was on the FFPCUSA 
steering committee 

Karen Larson, Overture Advocate, Central Nebraska Presbytery, 2016; active in FFPCUSA 

Chris Burger: Advocating at GA since 2018. Took part in "Die-In", served as Overture Advocate from 
Susquehanna Valley Presbytery at the 2026 G.A. 

Jan Orr-Harter, Open Hearings Speaker from PPF, 2026 

Courtney Stieninger, Resource person from Hudson Valley Presbytery in 2018 and Overture Advocate for 
Cayuga Syracuse Presbytery in 2026 and member of CANOPY 

Sam Hamilton-Poore, Shepherds and Lapsley Presbytery Advocate, PEC Steering Committee member 

Leanne Pearce-Read, Overture Advocate, Shepherds and Lapsley 

Mary Mabry, CANOPY member 

Lucy Youngblood, PEC Steering Committee staff for display tables at 227th G.A. 

Mel Smith: CANOPY, Made stickers for promotional effort at 227th G.A. 

Charmaine Massiah, Overture Advocate from New York City Presbytery, 2024 

Dexter Mitchell, CANOPY: YAAD member of Climate and Environmental Justice Committee, 2026. Played a 
key role in the committee. 

Jeff Courter, Chair of New York City Justice Committee and Commissioner and key member of the Climate 
and Environmental Justice Committee, 2024 

Dennis Smith, Commissioner from Olympia Presbytery and ally on the Climate and Environmental Justice 
Committee, 2026 

Matthias Peterson-Brandt, Overture Advocate, 2024 

Bruce Gillette, PEC Moderator during key transition/handover from FFPCUSA to PEC leadership from 2021-
2024. Also served as an Overture Advocate from Susquehanna Valley Presbytery in 2024. 

Mark Eakin, PEC Steering Committee Member and Overture Advocate from National Capital Presbytery in 
2024 

Courtenay Willcox, PEC Moderator who gave significant support to the organization of CANOPY and all the 
“behind the scenes” aspects needed to support success of this effort in the final two year push between 2025 
to the assembly in 2026. 

Mindy Hidenfelter, Coordinator of Presbyterians for Earth Care, who provided support before, during, and 
after General Assembly in 2022, 2024, and 2026, including overture promotion, communications throughout 
the process, and coordination of educational webinars regarding the overtures both before and after each 
G.A. 



Emma Marshall, Organizer of the Creation Action Network of Presbyterian Young Adults 

 


