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In one of the first items of business on June 28, the Commissioners of the 227th 
General Assembly voted to approve all the recommendations of Overture CLJ-03, “On 
Establishing the Green Future Endowment Fund” on the Consent Agenda. Having 
passed through the committee by a vote of 51 in favor and 9 opposed it had easily 
superseded the 75% positive minimum needed for that alternative process, as had all 
other CLJ committee business, and was not pulled off by any commissioners in plenary. 
 
This action was the first in what will be a two-step process that will continue at the 228th 
Assembly in 2028, setting up and capitalizing (funding) a permanent endowment for 
making grants both in the U.S. and abroad for projects related to the Green transition to 
renewable energy, as well as reparative measures of climate justice and environmental 
damage. The purposes will include those originally envisaged by a recommendation 
adopted by the 218th G.A. in 2008 as part of the expansive “Power to Change: U.S. 
Energy Policy and Global Warming,” but never enacted. It will also include purposes 
beyond those as articulated in “Investing in a Green Future: A Vision for a Renewed 
Creation,” adopted by the 225th Assembly in 2022. 
 
The key portion of the overture, which describes these purposes, reads: “ 

a.​ To support greenhouse gas emission reduction, renewable energy 
transition, and adaptation to climate change; 

b.​ To support restorative processes in and to address harms suffered by 
marginalized communities and natural habitats within the U.S. and abroad 
as a result of  extractive damage, environmental racism, and systemic 
climate change; and 

c.​ To address dislocation and community harms related to the transition to 
renewable energy sources.” 

 
The overture calls for a design team to be appointed by Presbyterian Life and Witness. 
The team will work out the details of how the fund will operate and be capitalized within 
a ten-year period, to a level sufficient to begin making grants based on the earnings in 
the fund’s corpus. This design team will report back to the 228th G.A., after which a 
grant committee will be set up to consider proposals when the fund reaches the 
necessary base amount as agreed to by the 228th G.A. 
 
Contacts: 



Fred Milligan, Co-facilitator, PEC Advocacy Committee 
Email: Fmilliganpec@gmail.com 
Ph: (917) 544-2931 
 
Pam McVety, member of PEC and Overture Advocate from Florida Presbytery – 
Email: pammcvety@hotmail.com 
Ph: (850) 422-1440 
 
Courtney Steininger, Overture Advocate, Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery​
Email: phpc.pastor@gmail.com​
Ph: (301) 300-6663 
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