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The Presbyterian Church USA has called upon its members and congregations to recognize the
importance of healthy soils, as part of humanity’s duty to care for creation and one another. On
June 28th, in a voice vote on item CLJ-04 and a number of other measures that had passed
through their committees by significant margins included in the Consent Agenda, the PCUSA’s
227" General Assembly encouraged our nation’s farmers and gardeners to undertake
regenerative farming practices, including minimum tillage, rotation of diverse crops, and use of
closely managed grazing.

The PCUSA statement envisions that government policies should support farmers in these
changes, with staffing for education and grants to help cover costs as their soils regain
productivity. The adopted recommendations call for church members to learn how both urban
and rural communities benefit from regenerative soil care. Furthermore, such practices enable
less use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, reducing costs and bolstering profits for farm
families.

In adopting the overture’s recommendations PCUSA further affirms that regenerative practices,
when applied holistically, will result in more nutritious foods while also protecting the health of
farm workers. According to the recently released movie, “Groundswell,” industrial farmers have
2,000 times the national average of Parkinson’s disease.

Scientific studies also find that regenerated soils will more amply sequester carbon, helping to
mitigate damage to our climate from the accumulation of so-called “greenhouse” gases. And as
droughts intensify due to climate change, increasing our concern for sufficient water supplies,
these soils can hold more water for timely use.

PCUSA's statement also calls on members and congregations to practice regenerative soil care
on our church property, as well as in private yards and gardens. Reduced and selective use of
pesticides can help restore a healthy diversity of insects and birds in our neighborhoods. These
actions can involve all citizens in regenerating soils that are essential for sustaining God’s
creation.

An overview of the assembly’s process and recommendations related to the Regenerative
Farming overture will be presented next Wednesday evening in a PEC webinar. To register for
the webinar, CLICK HERE.
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