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A Sacred Pilgrimage of Faith Leaders
êPrs« ®ªs§ s« p¯|i^{k|®^zz· ^f~¯® ªk^µ^yk|s|q ®rk «~¯z ~p "{kªsg^ ®~ ®rk s{§~ª®^|gk ~p 

the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. As one of the few places left on earth that is 
untouched, the Arctic is a modern -day Eden where the wonder, beauty and splendor of 
5~ií« gªk^®s~| ^ªk ~| p¯zz is«§z^·Î Prk s{§~ª®^|gk ~p ®rk "ªg®sg @^®s~|^z Wszizspk Mkp¯qk 

pª~{ ^ gzs{^®kÏ fs~is´kª«s®·Ï ^|i «§sªs®¯^z §kª«§kg®s´k g^||~® fk ¯|ikª«®^®kiÎë
--Reverend Andrew Black



Our Call   ê7 ^{ g~{§kzzki f· ®rk k^ªz· 5k|k«s« ÝÀÐÃ Þ ^gg~¯|® ~p ~¯ª g^zz ®~ ®szz ®rk /^ª®r ^|i ykk§ s®Î 
7| 6kfªkµÏ ì®szzí ÝavadÞ {k^|« ®~ µ~ªy ~ª «kª´k ^|i ìykk§í Ýshamar ) means to protect or preserve. 
Prs« s« r¯{^|ys|ií« psª«® ^|i gzk^ªk«® isªkg®s´k ®~ «®kµ^ªi +ªk^®s~| ª^®rkª ®r^| g~{{~isp· s®Î 
Keeping the Earth is hard work, but Creation care lies at the intersection of all that benefits and 
«¯«®^s|« ®rk "ªg®sgÎë --Rev. Courtenay Willcox



Sunset Pass Base Camp: 3 Degrees Above the Arctic Circle



Protecting the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
A Biblical Call to Stewardship, Justice, and Hope

êPrk k^ª®r s« ®rk >~ªií«Ï 
and all that is in it."
æ Psalm 24:1

If this land belongs first and foremost to God, 
how shall we care for it?



Arctic National Wildlife 
A Refuge for Breeding Birds

Birds come from all over the 
United States and from all over 
the world to the breeding 
grounds in the Arctic tundra æ
tundra swans, snow geese, red 
knots, Arctic terns, red -throated 
loons, long -tailed ducks, 
American tree sparrows, and 
sandpipers, to name a few. 

Some fly only a few thousand 
miles, but the Arctic tern, which 
comes from Antarctica, makes a 
44,000 -59,000 mile round trip.



Original Goodness--Prk 5~~i|k«« ~p 5~ií« +ªk^®s~| 
Genesis 1:31 æ "God saw everything that God had 

{^ikÏ ^|i s|ikkiÏ s® µ^« ´kª· q~~iÎë

A Modern Eden  æ Every ecosystem reflects God's 

creativity and the First Book of the Bible

What is still wild in the world? What must we learn 

about God, us, and creation from such places? 

ê+ªk^®s~| s« ^| /ª¯§®s~| ~p 5~ií« 5ª^gkëæKarl Barth



êN~{k §k~§zkÏ s| ~ªikª ®~ is«g~´kª 5~iÏ ªk^i f~~y«Î 

*¯® ®rkªk s« ^ qªk^® f~~yÐ ®rk ´kª· ^§§k^ª^|gk ~p 

gªk^®ki ®rs|q«Î >~~y ^f~´k ·~¯Ó >~~y fkz~µ ·~¯Ó 

Mk^i s®Î 5~iÏ µr~{ ·~¯ µ^|® ®~ is«g~´kªÏ |k´kª 

µª~®k ®r^® f~~y µs®r s|yÎ 7|«®k^iÏ 5~i «k® fkp~ªk 

·~¯ª k·k« ®rk ®rs|q« ®r^® 5~i r^i {^ikÎ +^| ·~¯ ^«y 

p~ª ^ z~¯ikª ´~sgk ®r^| ®r^®Õë æ N®Î "¯q¯«®s|k



Creation Praises God
Psalm 96:11 -12 æ "Let the heavens be glad,
 and let the earth rejoice... let the field exult, 

^|i k´kª·®rs|q s| s®Îë

Psalm 148  æêJª^s«k 5~iÏ «¯| ^|i 
{~~|Ò{~¯|®^s|« ^|i ^zz rszz«Ï pª¯s® ®ªkk« 

and all cedars, wild animals and all 
g^®®zkÒ>k® ®rk{ §ª^s«k ®rk |^{k ~p ®rk 

>~ªiÎë

Creation is not mere scenery or the backdrop of human activity; creation is 
^| ^g®s´k §^ª®sgs§^|® ^|i k««k|®s^z gr^ª^g®kª s| 5~ií« ¯|p~zis|q «®~ª·Î 

Creation is at the heart of worshipping God.

Protecting creation allows creation to continue the heavenly praise and 
{^s|®^s| ®rk |^®¯ª^z ªr·®r{« 5~ií«  ~ªikªÎ 

Contrast this against the groaning of creation in Paul speaks of Romans 8:22 



Psalms of Creation

J«^z{ ÀÂÐ êThe earth is the Lord's, and 
everything in it, the world, and all who 
live in it; for he founded it on the seas and 
k«®^fzs«rki s® ~| ®rk µ^®kª«Îë 

J«^z{ ÄÃÐ êThe whole earth is filled with awe 
at your wonders, God; where morning dawns, 
where evening fades, you call forth songs of 
joy. You care for the land and water it; you 
enrich it abundantly. Your streams are filled 
with water . . . The grasslands of the wilderness 
~´kªpz~µÑ ®rk rszz« ^ªk gz~®rki µs®r qz^i|k««Îë

J«^z{ ÆÐ êWhen I look at your heavens, 
the work of your fingers, the moon and 
the stars that you have established; what 
are human beings that you are mindful of 
them, mortals that you care for them? Yet 
you have made them a little lower than 
God, and crowned them with glory and 
r~|~ªÎë



Job 12:7-10
ê*¯® ^«y ®rk ^|s{^z«Ï ^|i ®rk· µszz ®k^gr ·~¯Ï
    or the birds in the sky, and they will tell you;

or speak to the earth, and it will teach you,
    or let the fish in the sea inform you.

Which of all these does not know
    that the hand of the Lord has done this?
10 In his hand is the life of every creature

    ̂ |i ®rk fªk^®r ~p ^zz r¯{^|s®·Îë

¿ÇÎÁ {szzs~| ^gªk« ~p Wszi >^|i« æ 

-k«sq|^®ki s| ¿ÇÄ¾ ĉ /¶§^|iki s| ¿ÇÆ¾ 

J~ªg¯§s|k +^ªsf~¯

5ªsººz· ĉ J~z^ª *k^ª«

?¯«y ~¶k| 

W~z´k« ĉ "ªg®sg 4~¶k«

B´kª À¾¾ N§kgsk« ~p ?sqª^®~ª· *sªi« 

Wildlife of the Arctic Refuge 


